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partment, since the 14th day of April, 1814, when 

eee _ by law, forbid any bank note to be * offered” in 
nt on public aceount, in any ease whatsoever, ex- 

ods of the character and description there specifically de- 


ned. 
: Mr. BENTON also offered the following reso- 
jution; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed - 


to communicate to the Senate, as early as may be conve- 
nient after the Mint returns tor the present year are re- 
ceived, statements showing : : 

1. The amount of imports and exports of gold and silver 
coin and bullion since the passage of the act for correcting 
the standard of the gold coins of the United States, and tor 
admitting the silver.coins of Mexico and other countries to 
jegal circulation within the United States, passed June, 


2. The amountof gold coined atthe Mint and its branches 
since the gold bill of 1834 took effect, distinguishing the 
bullion from which the same was coined.so as to show how 
mueh was coined from foreign gold, how much from United 
States coins of the former standard, and how much from 
gold of the United States mines. 

3. The annual average of the notes of the late Bank of 
the United States in circulation during the existence of that 
institution. 

Mr. NORVELL offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committce on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making appropriations for 
the inprovement of the harbors of Brest, Port Sheldon, and 
New Buffalo, and of the harbors at the mouths of Clinton, 
Grand, Kalamazoo, North, and South Black rivers, in the 
State of Michigan ; and also into the expediency of making 
appropriations for the construction of a pier and beacon 
light at Mackinac ; for the removal of the bar in Lake 


George, in the straits of St. Mary ; and forthe removal of the | 


obstructions to navigation at the mouth of the river St. 
Clair, in that State. 


On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of James Smolley and others, 
presented at the last session, praying compensation for the 
services Of the Vermont militia at Plattsburg in the late 
war, be referred, with the accompanying documents, to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, it was 


Ordered, That five hundred extra copies of the report of 
the Commissioner of the General JLand Office be printed tor 
the use of that office. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITS. 


The resolutions submitted yesterday, by Mr. 
Rives, proposing certain inquiries,of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, coming up 
uion— 

Mr. RIVES said he would submit some of the 
reasons for offering them more in detail than he 
had at first intended. The resolutions have spe- 


cial reference to certain transactions which have | 


been lately alleged to have taken place between 


the head of the Treasury Department and the || 


For | 
some time past, notwithstanding the long and ar- | 


President of the Bank of the United States. 


duous struggle between the Administration and 


this institution, rumors have been prevalent that | 
an arrangement has been entered into by which || 


ithas practically become the fiscal agent of the 
Government. oes not the whole country rec- 
ollect that the present President took an early oc- 


casion, soon after the bank had received its char- | 


er from the Legislature of Pennsylyania, to say 
that it was the same in character and effect as the 
former bank? Did not the honorable Senator 
ftom Pennsylvania (Mr. Bucuanan] assert that 
it Was the same vast monopoly that had convulsed 
the country—the same thirty-five millions of cap- 
ital—the same president—the same directors—the 
same stockholders? We all recollect the zeal of 


the honorable Senator f-om South Carolina, [Mr. | 
Catouw,] who has taken so distinguished a part | 
in supporting the fiscal schemes of the present | 


ministration, on the same subject. The hon- 


orable Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] in 
to this instituiion, said that it was more | 


referrin 
Powerful than the former bank, and more wicked 
48 well as more px 
of the head and great pillars of the Administra- 
ton fery into consideration, it is surprisin 
that this denounced institution, more wicked an 
more powerful, was reinstated in all its fiscal 
relations with the Government. From the prev- 
alenee of these reports, at the assembling of Con- 
looked to the report of the Secre- 


for considera- | 
\| These are oe thatconcern the honor of the 
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but, sir, in this document, on this matter, there 


appeared to be a premeditated reserve and studied | 


ambiguity. 
authorized the sale of two of the bonds of the 
United States Bank held by the Government. 
The Secretary should have clearly stated to Con- 


special trust confided to him; but it was with the 


| utmost difficulty, after the most minute scrutiny, |; 


that we can find a few lines informing us that the 
Secretary has executed this in accordance with 
the provisions of the law. 


itories of the Government, we are told that special 
| deposits are made in the Bank of the United Siates, 
derived from debts due from banks; but from 
what banks the debts are due, or on what con- 
ditions the deposits are made, the Secretary is 
wholly silent. He thought that ambiguity of 
phraseology had been designedly used to conceal 
this transaction. The public have lately had a 
letter from the president of the bank, in which 


; 
} 


he comes out in bold language, with the air of a | 


He tells us 


that arrangements have been entered into, by | 


man who has achieved a triumph. 


which the Government has been brought into 


| efficient codperation with the Bank of the United | 


i 
| States! That the more distant disbursements of 
| the Government had been made in the notes of 
| the bank—these rags, this miserable trash,as they 
have been designated by the honorable Senator 
| from Missouri. Now, let us confront the state- 
| ments of the two high contracting parties. The 
| Secretary does not tell you to whom this bond 
| was sold; the president of the bank says it was 
| disposed of to the bank, and paid for by the 
| credits on the books of the bank —acredit to the 


‘| Treasurer of the United States on the books of 


lt the bank. 


The Secretary of the Treasury says 
| it is a special deposit on the books of the bank. 
| All these matters require explanation, and the 
| Secretary should be glad I have given him the 
| opportunity. 

| Was this a mere sale of bonds, or was it nota 
| 


||} scheme to reinstate the bank in its character of 


werful. Now, taking the views | 


fiscal agent of the Government? Was not the 
sale a mere form for covering the transaction ? 


nation; and a full and unequivocal answer is ex- 
pected. The public have a right to know on 
what terms the coalition between the Government 
and the bank has taken place; who furnishes the 
|| auxiliaries, and who furnishes the subsidies; 
whether the bank has abdicated the throne, that 
it may be the power behind the throne, greater 
than the throne itself. 

| Mr. R. gave extracts from the Baltimore 
Chronicle, and other Whig papers, to prove that 
| by aninsensible process, already commenced, the 
Bank of the United States would, without the 
concurrence of Congress, become the fiseal agent 
of the Government. Why, sir, this would be a 
| national bank, and a national bank in its worst 
form—closely allied with the Executive; a State 
institution, irresponsible to Congress, and irre- 
sponsible to the people. I say, sir, if this insens- 
ible process, already commenced, is to be consum- 
mated, it will form that vast concentration. of the 
moneyed power which the President, in his late 
message, speaks of with so much alarm, If this 
insensible process is to go on, if this coalition be- 
tween the Government and the bank is to be 
/ completed, | will say—as was said of another 
| coalition in another country—in the name of my 
| country I forbid the bans. 
| 

! 





Notwithstanding the many homilies we have 
received on the necessity of severing all connec- 
tion between the fiscal affairs of the Government 
and the banks, the President and Secretary have 
given the most unequivocal proof, by their ex- 
ample and practice, of the superiority and almost 


| 
' 


|| ducting the affairs of the Government. And the 


|| connection with banks is attempted to be got over 


j 
| 


Uy Sabbing sixteen banks as special depositories. 
hat are these special depositories? 


Congress at its previous session, had | 


gress the manner in which he had executed the:| 


} 


In the list of banks denominated special depos- || 


| 
} 


} 
| 
} 
| 
| 


} 


|| 





|| indispensable necessity of bank agency in con- || 


stress Pe all | Banks || wished the Senate and country 
‘ary Py ne to clear up these subjects; | employed at the will and pleasure of the Exeeu- || 


| { 


i} 


| 
| 
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tive—making them solely Executive agents and 
Eyecutive instruments. While the Executive is 
preaching against the system of bank agency, it ia 
recommended that an occasional use may be made 
of them, when itis deemed convenient and proper, 
Who is to be the judge of this propriety? Why 
the Executive; their hands must not be fettered 
by the legislation of Congress; they must employ 
them at their own will and pleasure; thus mainian 
| this imnvense money power subservient to Exec- 
utive views, All admit that, with the experience 
of the last few months, banks are infinitely safer 
agents than sub-treasurers; but the sub-Treagury 
will be held up for party purposes, and perhaps 
for the extension of Executive patronage and in- 
fluence. The Administration means to employ 
banks, and the only question is, whether we will 
have their employment legalized, or subject them 
| entirely to Executive discretion, The time has 

come when every patriot should watch with deep 
/ anxiety and solicitude the indications of Execu- 

tive policy. If this moneyed power is to be sub- 

ject to Executive will, it will destroy the liberties 


| of the country, and make Executive power as- 


cendant over everything. He would also allude 
| to the unprecedented and unconstitutional recom- 
/mendation of the President to appoint a commit- 
| tee of Congress to watch his sub-treasurers, and 
report the defaulters to him for removal. He 
hoped he would not live to see this degradation 
| of Congress appointing inquisitorial committees 
| to watch the Executive’s sub-treasurers. The 
| President says that recent events have convinced 
him more and more of the propriety of the sub- 
Treasury system. What are these recent eventa? 
The defalcation of public officers for immense 
sums,and flying the country. Not even theshrine 
of the national honor has been sacred from this 
humiliation—I mean the Army. The ermine of 
the law has been stained with dishonor. These 
defalcations of public officers, though humiliat- 
ing, are providential evils, in contributing to 
deteat a system, the infliction of which upon the 
country | deem would be a curse. Cannot we 
devote one session of Gongress to binding up the 
| wounds of our bleeding country, instead of wast- 
ing the time in party conflicts and trying for party 
triumphs! 
Mr. WRIGHT rose to say a few words in re- 
ly to the honorable gentleman from Virginia. 
He did not rise now for the purpose of entering 
into any debate on the question of the Sub-Treas- 
ury, or of the bank deposits, believing that any 
argument on these questions would now be out 
of place. He hoped and believed, notwithstand- 
ing the Senator’s remarks, that he was to be per- 
mitted to congratulate himself and the country 
| that the Senator had at last become aware of the 


|| dangers and mischiefs arising from a connection 


between the Government and the banks. He was 
| glad to hear the Senator’s remarks, so far as they 
were connected with the facts, and the only draw- 
back to his pleasure was, that the gentleman had 
not waited for facts before he drew his inferences. 
Another remark with which he would now trou- 
ble the Senate. He well remembered at the ex- 
tra session, and at the last annual session, he was 
repeatedly told by several members, that when we 
enhertesk to talk of the dangers of this Pennsyl- 
vania Bank of the United States, we were attempt- 
ing to raise a phantom; that the late Bank of the 
United States was dead and gone, and that it wae 
an imposition on the country to say that here 

e 
remembered that observations such as these fell 
from the Senator from Virginia himself, and he 
_ was happy to find that the gentleman had changed 
his opinions. He never was himself deluded for 
/a moment with regard to that institution; the 
opinions that he now entertained of it were the 
same that he had always held. The Senator then 
would naturally ask, did he approve of this con- 
' nection? He would answer, that he did not 
know. He was exceedingly glad that the Sena- 

tor had offered his resolution of inquiry, and 
to be put in pos- 
session of the informatien it called for. When 


| was longer any danger from that quarter. 


' 
i 
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that information jane. he would be able to form || standing in the relaticn of the honorable Senator, 


a correct opinion on the subject, 


He had heard that, under the legislation of the | during the recess some one, describing the posi- 


last winter, the Secretary had sold one of the 
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he could not but regret. He remembered that | 


tion of this honorable Senator, spoke of him as | 





December 20, 
tions; he desired, as much as the Senator, a full 
investigation of the conduct of the officers of the 
Treasury in the management of the finances 
The inquiries were all very proper; at any rate, 


bonds given by the Bank of the United States, to maintaining an armed neutrality, standing be- he had no objection to any of them, or any others 


the bank itself. He presumed, therefore, that the 
connection, as he had heard on report, grew ex- 
¢clusively outof that transaction. If this connec- 
tion had gone further, it had been without his 
knowledve, and should be without his approba- 
tion. He did not undertake to say that he ap- 
proved of the manner in which the bond was 
transferred, but he had heard that no other pur- 
chaser of the bond was to be found. He had 
heard that means were found wanting to pay the 
public debt, and for this purpose, the sale was 
made in the manner it had been. So far he was 
willing to rest until the Secretary gave them the 
facts; and he should have been much better pleased 
if the Senator from Virginia had permitted the 
call to be answered, and the facts to be laid be- 
fore them, before he drew his inferences. He 
was not so much surprised at that course of the 
Senator, as at the next step he took; and what 
was th-t? Why, it was to interpret to the Sen- 
ate and the country, not only the cause of action, 
but the views and opinions of the President of 


the United States, and the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury, together with the policy of the Government, | mistakes me, if he thinks that any intimations of 


from the letter of Nicholas Biddle, who has not 
hitherto been the authority from which the action 
of these gentlemen has been accustomed to be 
judged. It might have become authority with 
the gentleman now; but, if it had, the gentleman 


tween the two great contending parties in this 
country. 


which the Senator may choose to make. If there 


Now, he was compelled to admit that || has been any illegal or improper connection be. 


if the gentleman’s position was that of an armed | tween the Treasury and the Bank of the United 


neutrality, that position had not precisely been 
understood by him. If it meant hostility to both 
the great belligerents, that definition was not the | 
one he had given to it, and he should hereafter | 
be compelled to understand it in a difterent light | 
from that in which he now did. 

Mr. RIVES begged leave to say a few words | 
in reply. He would as soon have believed that | 
the sun would have fallen from the firmament as | 
that the President would have restored the con- 


nection between the bank and the Government. | 


This Government has altered its relations with | 
the bank since its last session; and am I to be 
reproached with my confidence in it? The hon- | 
orable Senator from New York (Mr. Wricut] | 
expresses his surprise that, standing as I do, 

holding the relations that Ido to the President, | 
I should have taken the course I have on this 

subject. That gentleman, perhaps, knows those | 
relations better than I do. But the gentleman 

the displeasure of the Executive shall terrify me | 
from denouncing that course against which I | 
warned him. Lowe no responsibility to the Pres- | 
ident for words I utter here. I am responsible, 
and responsible alone, to that old and unterrified | 


had information which he (Mr. W.) did not pos- | Commonwealth which I have the honor, in part, 


sess. But, in the heat of remark, the letter re- 


to represent in this body. The gentleman has 


ferred to was not enough, and the comments of | been pleased to allude to the armed neutrality. | 


the Opposition newspapers was made the author- 
ity for the opinions and policy of the Adminis- 
tration, by the honorable Senator from Virginia. 
He would only observe, that when the acts and 
opinions of the Administration are to be judged 
of by him, it should not be from the comments 
of the Baltimore Chronicle. 


Could there be a better exemplification of it than 
my course here to-day? I have been fighting 
against the sub-Treasury and against the bank. 
Iam still fighting against them, but with this ad- 
vantage over my former position—that then they 
assailed me upon either hand, now they both ap- 
proach me from the same side. He would still 


Itdid seem to him that the natural course would , defend himself, let the attack come from what 
have been to have let these inquiries go to the | 


Secretary, and to have received his answer before 
coming to any conclusion with regard to facts yet 
to be known. If the facts which shall be given 
by the Secretary should prove unsatisfactory, 


quarter it may. He was an armed neutral, and 
no vassal, and he begged the gentleman from 
New York to notice it. 

Mr. WRIGHT, after a few observations not 
distinctly heard, said that his only purpose in 


there will be abundant opportunity for the Senate || rising was to refer toa single idea thrown out by 


to express its disapproval§ and they should do 


this from the facts before them, and not from such || remarks; and that was that his (Mr. W.’s) re- | 
sources as the letter of Nicholas Biddle and the | marks were threatening the Senator with Exec- | 
In the || utive power. 


comments of Opposition newspapers. 
course of his remarks, the Senator thought proper 


to refer to that portion of the message of the Pres- || might not be safe for nim to judge himself. 
ident in which he recommended the appointment | could only say that nothing was further from his | 


of a committee of Congress to examine into the 
conduct of the disbursing agents of the Govern- 


ment, He had not the message before '\im; but, | 


if he recollected its language, he would submit to 
the Senator whether the part he referred to was 
not to this effect: That this committee should re- 
en to the President, in case defalcations should 
ve found to exist, to the end solely that the de- 


the Senator from Virginia in the course of his 


In reference to that he must, of | 
course, be judged by the Senate and audience. It 


He 


intention than to have given utterance to any idea | 
of the kind. He could not believe that any ex- | 
pression of his was possibly susceptible of any 
such construction. He had spoken of the Sena- 
tor’s remarks as having disappointed him, stand- 
ing in the relation he did to the President. He 
spoke in no tone of censure; and the Senator must 
be aware that he knew that the President had no 


faulting officer might be promptly removed; and | power over him asa Senator from the proud Com- 
that they should, in any event, report to Con- ,, monwealth of Virginia, and that it would have 


greas, that it might apply such legislation as it 


thought proper. Was not this the sum and sub- | thought. 


been both vain and foolish in him to utter sucha 
He could not believe it possible that 


stance of that portion of the President’s message? | any such construction could be put on anything 


Mr. RIVES answered in the affirmative. 
Mr. WRIGHT. Yes, it was; and was it a 
candid exposition to the Senate and to the country 


that the Senator from Virginia gave of the Presi- || and did not believe that hie remarks could be so | 
He would ask if it || construed. He had nothing further to say than 


dent’s recommendation? 


| that had fallen from him; and he rose for the pur- 
| pees of saying that no such thing was intended. 


e did not intend to be personally unkind to him, 


would not have been but justice, both to the doc- | that, if the concluding remark of the Senator was 
ument and to the officer, to have given the pur- | intended toapply to him, he repelled and spurned 
port for which the recommendation by the Pres- | it. 


ident of the appointment of a committee of Con- 


Mr. RIVES asked what concluding remark the 


gress was made? and would it not have been but |, gentleman referred to? 


just to have stated the further fact that a final 


Mr. WRIGHT. The gentleman, on conclud- 


report wns to be made to Congress? It seemed | ing, said ‘‘ that he was no vassal of the President, 
so to him; and with that remark he would letthe || and he begged the gentleman from New York to 


matter rest. One single observation more, and | remember 1 
Had some of the remarks of the || 


he was done. 


honorable Senator, under the circumstances, have | 
come from one of the gentlemen on the other side | 
of the Chamber, it would not have surprised him, | 
Such liberties were often taken by political oppo- | 


nents in all pacliamentary bodies, and it was not 
al ways that gentlemen in the opposition felt bound 
to give all the facts for the purpose of basing their 
remarks. But such remarks, coming from one 


} 
' 


, 

Mr. RIVES said a few words in reply, which 
were not heard distinctly. 

Mr. NILES remarked that the war, among 
neutrals, had become so warm, at least on one 
side, that it might be dangerous for him, being a 
quiet, peaceable man, to interfere, even for the 


yarpose of moderating the fierceness of theconflict | 


| He certainly felt obliged to the Senator from Vir- 
‘ ginia (Mr. Rives} for introducing these resolu- 


States, or any other banks, he would be one of 

the Jast to justify it. He would not, however 
imitate the Senator’s example of condemning the 
| Secretary first, and then inquiring into his cop. 
| duct. This was not in accordance with his no. 
tions of justice and propriety, although, perhaps, 
it may be with those of this new school of politi. 
cians, belonging to the ** armed neutrality.”’ 
| Mc. N, said he should vote for the resolutions, 
| and could assure the honorable Senator that he 
would have voted for them without the eloquent 
and very temperate speech by which they had 
been sustained. He thought well of the resoly. 
tions, and would not stop to inquire what the 
| motives or object of the mover might be; it was 
| to be presumed that they were purely patriotic, 
| and having reference solely to the public interest, 
| And he was sorry he could not say as much of 
| the Senator’s speech; but it did appear to him 
| that that was notexactly in the right tone; it was 
| a little too warm for a neutral, and especially as 
| the occasion seems to have been sought by the 
| Senator. 
| The substance of it also appeared to him to be 





| somewhat objectionable. Resolutions are offered 


proposing certain inquiries touching the conduct 
| of the Secretary of the Treasury; and on the con- 





'| sideration of these resolutions the Senator makes 


| a speech full of crimination, condemning the Sec- 
| retary for the very act about which the resolution 
| asks for information. It seemed to him that it 
would have been quite as candid and fair to have 
| obtained the information first, and then to have 
_ predicated the accusations upon it. 
| But what have we witnessed? A resolution 
of inquiry is introduced, which is immediately 
| changed into a bill of indictment against the Ad- 
| ministration and all its supporters. And whatis 
| the proof by which the charges preferred in this 
| bill of indictment are attempted to be sustained? 
| Why, it is the declarations and accusations of 
| the avowed and sworn enemies of the Adminis- 
| tration; the statements and charges of the most 
| reckless and depraved of the Opposition presses, 
| whose vocation it is to falsify and misrepresent 
| every act and measure of the Government, right 
|or wrong. And first and foremost of this formi- 
| dable array of witnesses is introduced & very im- 


| in the seven years’ war to which the Senator has 
alluded. This is no less a personage than Nichols 
Biddle, one of the belligerent parties to this very 
war. Well, what does this witness say in sup- 
| port of the gentleman’s bill of indictment? Why, 
/he says that the war between the Government 
and the bank has ceased; that peace, or at least 
| a truce, has taken place; that he has had a nego- 
‘tiation with the Government, and purchased in 
| his bonds; and that the Government has treated 
| him very fairly and honorably. 
| Now, sir, although I have no fault to find with 
| this testimony, yet as the Senator boasted that 
| this witness stood so high in reputation that he 
| could not be impeached, he was disposed to offer 
| a witness standing equally high to impeach him 
| The witness he had to offer was this same Nich- 
olas Biddle, who, in his celebrated manifesto, | 
| sued on the 5th of April last, gave his testimony 
| regarding this war. He said that it was a war 
carried on by the Government against the “‘ credit 
| system;’’ that both parties were in the field face 
to face; that it was a life and death struggle, 4 
| war of extermination, in which there could be no 
| compromise or accommodation, but that one oF 
the other must fall. Now, according to this wit 
| ness last April, there could be no peace or truce be- 

tween the Government and the bank, much les 
an alliance offensive and defensive, as the Sene- 
tor intimates. If the assertions of Mr. Biddle % 
one time are in direct contradiction to his state- 
| ments at another, according to the rules of test!- 
' mony, he was a discredited witness, and his tes 
timony must go for nothing. 

Of the other witness, on which the Senator hes 
inst the Admin- 


| 
| 
1 portant person, who has acted a conspicuous part 
| 
| 


, relied to support his charges 


: istration, consisting of the Baltimore Chronicle 
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and other Opposition presses, he was not disposed | 


to speak. — " 
for correct information concerning the acts of the 


TH 


f the Senator looks to such sources | 


onli 





tlemen sincere? Did they really believe in the 
actual existence of a war, prosecuted by the Gov- 


executive officers, he was not disposed to follow || ernment against the banks and its ruinous conse- 


pim into that field. How long the Senator had_ 
been in the habit of judging of the measures of the 
Administration from information derived from 
such sources, Mr. N. could not say; but he be- 
jjeved the time was not distant when the Senator | 
had as little confidence in the statements of these | 
ponest bank organs as he had himself. 

This, Mr. President, is the testimony on which 
such serious charges are made against the Admin- 
istration, and sustained with so much correctness | 
and warmth. And not only have the past acts of | 
the Executive and Secretary been condemned on 
intelligence derived from such sources; but the 
future and intended measures of the Administra- 
tion are ascertained from the same honest chan- 
nels of information. Looking at the Adminis- | 
tration through such a medium, both to discover | 
what it has done and what it intends to do, who 
can doubt that the Senator will form a most can- 
did and impartial jadgment of its measures and 
purposes? A : 

Mr. N. said he did not propose to go into the 
yarious matters which had been introduced into | 
this debate, or to notice the numerous charges and 
insinuations against the Administration which had | 
heen thrown out, 

His principal object was to call attention to | 
several positions which had been assumed. The 
first and most important was the declaration that 
the seven years’ war was at an end; that the | 
Government had not only given up the contest, 
but had been obliged to succumb to the bank, | 
and had made a dishonorable peace, and even | 
entered into an alliance, defensive and offensive, | 
with the bank. He (Mr. N.) congratulated the | 
Senate and the country on this highly important 
fact, about which he supposed there could now 
benodoubt. It was announced the other day 
by Mr. Biddle himself; but coming in rather a 
questionable shape, and connected with other | 
marvelous statements of the doings of the bank, | 


| 


by the honorable Senator from Virginia; and by 
the mouth of two witnesses every fact shall be 
established. Surely, sir, it should be a subject | 
of general rejoicing that this long controversy is | 
closed; that this seven years’ war is terminated; | 
that peace again reigns in ourborders. For sev- | 
eral years past, and particularly during the extra | 
and the last session of Congress, we heard little | 
else from the other side of this Chamber, whether | 
from the large or small division of the Opposition, | 
but war speeches and panic speeches. The war | 
of the Government upon the banks was held up | 
to the country as the most alarming state of | 
things; as having occasioned the prostration of | 
credit, the derangement of the currency, the sus- | 
pension of the banks, the ruin of commerce and | 
the entire business of the country. Even our 
civil institutions, and the liberties of the country, 
were to be overthrown by this cruel and relentless | 
war which the Government was waging against | 
the banks. The most. eloquent appeals were | 
made to the people to arouse from their lethargy | 
and Interpose their mighty arm before it was too | 
ateyand save their dearest interests from destruc- | 
ton. The interest of the banks was the interest 
of the people, and a war upon the banks was a | 
war upon the people—a war which affected every | 

and every interest, the rich and the poor, | 
the high and the low, the capitalist and the la- 

t—all were suffering, languishing under the 
fects of this ruinous and destructive war upon 
the banks and the credit system. 

This is the language, sir, which but a few 
months since was almost daily heard within these 
walls, Hostility to the banks and the credit sys- 
‘em was the greatand besetting sin of the Admin- 
stration, which swallowed up all others. But 
what do we hear now from the same quarter? 

hy, sir, will it be believed when it goes forth 
‘o the country, that a Senator who was most zeal- 


charges of hostility to the banks, is now the first 
‘0 arraign and condemn, unheard, the same Ad- 
ministration for having terminated a war which 
was declared to be so destructive to the best in- 
‘crests of the coun 
‘he monster, and 

formed a dange 


—of having succumbed to 
a dishonorable peace, and 
rous alliance with him? 


I] 


| i 
ous and constant in weno me Mages repeating the 


| quences, which filled them with sach fearful ap- 
| prehensions, or were they attempting to hold up 
| this bugbear to frighten the people, to alarm their 
| imaginations, to exasperate their feelings, the 


i 
the politicians, aided by the banks, upon the A 

| ministration and a majority of the people who 
| sustained it. 

! 

| 


istence of the bank war, of which they have had 
| so much to say, and the evils of which they have 


| portrayed in such glowing colors, they should be | 


a 
| the first to rejoice at the return of peace—at a res- 


| toration of a good understanding between the | 


Government and the banks, 
These gentiemen of the armed neutrality appear 


' 
| 
{ 
! 


tration, pursuing the same general policy, for 


being too friendly to the banks, and for forming | 
an alliance with Mr. Biddle’s bank. But whether 


these neutrality politicians are pleased with this 
new aspect of things or not, it must be gratify- 
ing to all who have confided in their speeches and 
declarations heretofore, to learn that this great 
| source of danger and mischief to all their inter- 
| ests—the bank war—is at an end. 
Mr. N. said there was another point which 
seemed to be conceded in this debate, which he 





was, that the danger of a Treasury bank, which 
was so alarming at the last session, had entirely 

disappeared, The country had escaped that awful 
| peril. 


measure,’*the independent Treasury, would result 
in a Treasury bank, springing from the revenues 


of the Treasurer. 


} 
of the Government and the drafts and transfers |! 
| 


and does not appear to have resulted ina Treasury 
bank. Instead of that, we are now told of an 
alliance between the Treasury and the Bank of 
the United States. 

There was another subject of congratulation, 
which, if not conceded in the debate, was, he 


thought, fully established by what we have wit- | 
nessed on this occasion. He alluded to the ** half- | 
That was gone, demolished, and | 
swept away with the bank war and the Treasury | 


way house.”’ 


bank. Sir, it is gone; not a vestige of it remains; 
and its tenants made a timely retreat from it be- 


fore its fall, and passed on to the end of the road || mists of party, and looking only to the great in- 


in which they had started; and have now arrived 


at the marble palace, where they were, no doubt, 


kindly received by the old occupants, with the 
friendly salutation: ** Gentlemen, we are happy 


to see you; will you please be seated, and make | 
; 


yourselves at home. 


These changes were all important; he rejoiced || 


at them, and did not doubt that the country would 
rejoice. 
the imminent danger of a Treasury bank, and of 
the half-way house, which was an obstacle on all 
sides; the coast now seemed to be pretty much 
clear. We have, however, it seems, an armed 
neutrality, a belligerent peace party, or neutrals 
who coéperate with one of the belligerents. Of the 
‘* armed neutrality,’’ of which the Senator from 
Virginia seems to admit himself the head, he 
would say nothing, as he did not perhaps under- 
stand its true character. But he knew something 
of neutral politicians, whether armed or unarmed, 
he had watched the course of them for thirty 
years, and from the days of Aaron Burr to the 


he history of one was the history of ail. He 
knew well what their neutrality was in its first, 
second, and third state. All deserters from the 


neutrals, or no-party men; and whilst in this 


and sometimes a shorter period, they carry ona 
war against their old friends and ol 
of neutral and no-party politicians in this coun- 
try. Whilst maintaining the character of armed 
neutrals, they fight under a piratical flag; and at 


eee LONE. 


_ the whole country; take a view o 


' | ing scenes which are now acting in one of the 
Surely, sir, if the gentlemen believed in the ex- | 


| feet. 
| stance, that the bold, daring, and reckless politi- 
|| to be very difficult to please. During the last two | 
|| sessions, the whole burden of their complaints | 
| was the hostility of the Administration to the | 
banks; and now they arraign the same Adminis- | of general principles, but made no application of 


; and purposes of an 


The sub-Treasury plan has || 
many doubted it. It is now, however, confirmed || been in practical operation during the past year, | 





Democratic party at first assume the character of 


principles, | 
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What, sir, are we to think of this? Were gen- || the end of six months or one year, they throw to 


the winds the Democratic banner, and take their 
station in the ranks of their former enemies; when 


, often having, for some brief months, declaimed 


eloquently against party and party spirit, they 
become the most intolerant, malignant, and per- 
secuting partisans the country has ever witnessed. 


| For the truth of this statement, he appealed to 
more effectually to enlist them in the only war , 


which had any real existence in fact—a war vi 


the political history of the country; he appealed 
to existing facts. Look round these Halls, look 
into the State Legislatures, cast your eye over 

poodle: alarm- 


great States of this Union, and then say who 
are the most violent, unscrupulous, and reck- 
less political partisans in the country; who push 
selfish party measures to the greatest extremes, 
breaking over the barriers of the Constitution and 
laws, and trampling right and justice under their 
It will be found, sir, in almost every in- 


cians, are deserters from the popular cause, and 
at some short period, have declaimed eloquently 
against the abuses of party. Mr. N. said he spoke 


them; he passed no judgment upon the motives 

one; he presumed all here 

to be actuated by high and honorable motives. 
The Senator from Virginia concluded with an 


|, eloquent appeal to the friends of the Administra- 
| tion to throw aside their groveling, selfish, party 


purposes, to break asunder the trammels of party, 
and elevate their views to the great interests of 
their country. This appeal, sir, under other cir- 
cumstances, might have been commendable; it 


| might have been worthy of the Senator, and hon- 


| also thought a subject of just congratulation. It || orable to the noble Commonwealth he represents. 


But under what circumstances was it made? It 
was the conclusion of a speech uncalled for by 


|| the occasion, intemperate in its tone, and through- 
We were then told that that ‘*execrable | 


out characterized by unfounded and unsupported 
charges and criminations against the Administra- 
tion and all its supporters. 

Ifa professed friend (said Mr. N.) should meet 
me in the street, and after abusing me with hard 
words, beat me over the head with his cane, and 
then say to me, * Sir, let us now be friends; these 


| Strifes and contentions not only render us unhap- 
py, but they are annoying to the whole communi- 


ty; let us elevate our feelings above these low and 
base passions.’’ In such acase, I should bea 
littie inclined to doubt the sincerity of the eloquent 


appeal made to my more elevated feelings. 


Who has betrayed any warmth of party feeling 
in this debate, or dating the present session unless 
it be the Senator himself? 

He speaks of the high and exalted considera- 
tions by which he is actuated, rising above the 


terests of the country. Of the Senator’s motives, 
aims, and purposes, he had nothing to say; but he 


| wished the gentleman to understand, that however 


pure, disinterested, or elevated they may be, they 
are not more so than those of the Senators to 
whom he addressed his appeal. 

We are called on to-abandon the ruinous sub- 


| Treasury scheme, and are told that it has been 
We have got clear of the bank war, of 


condemued by the country. Is the Senator quite 
sure he is not mistaken? Occupying the position 
he does, at the head of an armed neutrality, he 
may not have been the most impartial observer 
of passing events. Sir, a ter mistake was 
never made. No impartial observer can have 
mistaken the elections of the year. They 
have spoken a language which cannot well be 
misunderstood. ‘The financial question has been 
before the country; it has been discussed, exam- 
ined, and is becoming understood. The people 


| have looked at it, not in its details, but at the 
er: principle of the entire disconnection of the 


nances of the Government from those of the 


resent time, they had always been the same. |) banks, who desire to use the public money for 
his ' their own benefit, and they are satisfied that it is 


founded in right and justice. That is enough for 


| them; they wish to look no further. Whether 
| it will injure the banks or not, is of no conse- 


uence with them; if satisfied the measure is 


transition state, which was sometimes a longer || right and just, they desire to see it carried out. 


The mass of the people are honest, and they love 


justice above all things. The’ only difficulty has 
under their old flag. This, sir, has been the course | — fe 8 Be ane not sufficiently under- 
stood. t difficulty is passing 


away. The 
é now understand this question; they have 


' examined it and decided upon it. Itisno longer 
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in the power of all the combined talents in these | 
hoodwink the people. They have considered it || 
well, and the elections have announced their ver- || 
dict; their voice has been heard from the mount- 
aing to the valleys, and from the lakes to the 
Atlantic. I: is the voice of approbation. If this 
eevee could this day be fairly submitted to the 


the electors in the United States would be found 
in its favor. And yet we are called on to abandon 
the measure on the ground that it has been con- 
demned by the people, and told that it is a mere 
party measure. ‘To abandon it, sir, would be to 

etray our trusts; to betray the people; to disre- 
gard their known will; to trample upon their 
rights, Yet this is the way the Senator invokes 
us to elevate our minds above the low, selfish, 
and groveling purposes of party. 

Mr. N. said he forbore to notice various other 
matters touched upon by the Senator, as his prin- 
cipal object in rising was to call the attention of 
the Senate and the country to the new positions 
which are assumed. Sir, the alarming evils which 
have so long threatened the ruin of the country, | 
have suddenly disappeared, and that withoutany 
change of policy on the part of the Administra- | 
tion; for to regard the negotiation of a bond to 
the Bank of the United Siates, as constituting a 
change, would be trifling with the subject. The 
bank war, which had so long afflicted the coun- 
try, bringing so many evils in its train, is at last 
terminated. The day of panics is gone, and we 
may now expect quietand prosperity. ‘The sub- 
Treasury bill is in practical operation and we 
have escaped that great and alarming peril—a 
Treasury bank. We have also got, rid of the 
half-way house, and nothing now remains but the 
armed neutrality, and that ever pitiful theme of 
declamation, Executive influence. That, sir, still 


remains, and will remain as long as this Govern- | 


mentendures. It has been, nowis, and will con- 
tinue to be, a subject about which many great, 
good, and just men will entertain apprehensions 
of danger to our institutions; and they will elo- 
eer and earnestly warn the people against this 

anger. In his opinion, this was not the week 
point in our political fortress; it was not the place 
where the first breach would be made. But whilst 


many honest and good men will point to this | 


source of danger, and raise their warning voices 
against the increase of Executive power, there 
will at all times be other men who will declaim 
eloquently and earnestly against the abuses and 
the increase of Executive power, Executive pat- 
ronage, and Executive influence, for other and 
far different motives and purposes. 

After some further remarks from Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN, 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed his gratification at 
the Senator from Virginia having introduced the 
resolution. He was anxious to have all the facts, 
and to probe the matter to the bottom, and to 
know what connection existed between the Gov- | 


ernment and the Bank of the United States, In | 
the present state of things, he deemed it premature | 


to offer any remarks on the course of the Presi- | 
dent and the Secretary of the Treasury; and he | 


would, therefore, only assure the gentleman from | 
Virginia that, if the Secretary had united himself | 


with the bank beyond what the laws allowed, it | 
should not be with his support. He was against , 


all connection with the banks, even when sanc- || 
tioned by, but certainly more against it without, | 


law. The Senator from Virginia stated in his 
place that the Sub-Treasury was abandoned by 
the great body of the people of the country, and 


by this body, with the exception of a few mem- | 


bers, in which he supposed the Senator included 
him. Now, the Senator was widely mistaken. If 
they might judge by the recent elections, the opin- 
ions in favor of the sub-Treasury were advanc- 
ing, instead of going back. The elections in all 
the States turned upon the connection with the 
banks, and that connection taken in its extreme 
character, with the specie clause of the sub-Treas- 
ury bill, and the verdict had been in its favor. 
The gentleman was mistaken. The discussions 


of the extra session and the last had impressed || 


ideas on the public mind which never could 


defulcations as an argument against the su»- 


Treasury. Why, the gentieman must know that fi 


they did not touch the subject of the sub-Treas- 


. be |) Mr. C. 
eradicated. The gentleman referred to the late | 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


out of it. 
Mr. C. then referred to the times when these 


| defaleutions took place, to show that they were | 
_ in consequence of bank connection. 
| the Senator from Virginia if the defalcations 
| which took place between 1830 and 1836 be- 
irect action of the people, at least two thirds of | longed to the sub-Treasury? Did they not be- | 
| long to the pet bank system? In that, at least, 


the gentleman must agree with him. The next 


| defalcation took place under the legislation of 


| this Government, at the last session. The banks 
| themselves broke the connection, by suspending 


| payment, and caused the disastrous state of things | 
that followed. They resumed payment, and the | 


renewal of the resolution of 1816 restored the 
| connection, so that a deep connection—and he 
said it with regret—now existed between the 
Government and the banks. So far from these 
| defalcations operating against the Independent 
| Treasury, it was the strongest argument in favor 
of it that they had taken place. Hedid notnow 
| intend to go further into this subject, but would 
| postpone further remarks until the report of the 
| Secretary of the Treasury should be received. 
Mr. RIVES was happy to hear the explana- 
tion of the honorable Senator from South Caro- 


lina. He thought, however, that the defalcations | 


' did not attach to the system of bank deposits. 
| He appealed to his candor, upon a review of his 
| argument, whether it was a sound one. Were 
these moneys abstracted by the banks, or by the 
officers of the banks, or were they abstracted be- 
fore they reached the banks, or before they had 
passed to the credit of the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States on the books of the banks? He held 
it to be impossible, under the deposit system, 
faithfully administered, that such defalcations 
| should have taken place. 

Mr. CALHOUN, after some remarks, referred 
to the opinion advanced by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, that the Government would lose nothing by 


the State banks. This, he said, remained to be | 


seen, as there was yeta large amount due from 
them. But what, he asked, had we already lost? 
Had we not been compelled to borrow money and 
| pay interest in consequence of their withholding 
' the money of the Government in their hands; and 
had we not been compelled to disburse their de- 
preciated notes toa large amount? Mr. C. esti- 
mated the loss to the Government, up to this time, 
in consequence of its connection with banks, at 
upwards of forty millions, and contended that the 
recent suspension of the banks had occasioned 


| not only the loss to the Government of three or | 
| four millions, but the loss to the community at | 
large, of from fifty to one hundred millions. ‘The | 
loss incurred by individuals was that of a mole- | 
hill to a mountain, in comparison with the loss || 


occasioned by a connection with banks. 
The resolution was then agreed to; and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 20, 1838. 


Mr. WISE asked the consent of the House to 
permit him to proceed in his remarks upon the 
subject of the late defalcations; to which’ request 


i “a being made, 


Ar. W. asked for a suspension of the rules to 
enable him to proceed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, called 

for the yeas and nays; which were not ordered. 


| The question was then taken upon suspending 


_ the rules, and decided in the negative. 
| The presentation of petitions being in order, 
| Mr. Apams being entitled to the floor, 
Mr. CUSHMAN asked the gentleman to give 


ort of Lieutenant George N. Hollins, of the 
nited States Navy, surveyor of ligit-houses in 
| the fifth light-house district of the United States, 
| transmitted to him as chairman of the Committee 
| on Commerce, by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with a view to have it printed in connection with 
_ the report of the Fourth Auditor, heretofore pre- 
sented; to which Mr. Apams consented; when 
presented said report. and order was 
taken accordingly. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. ADAMS then presented the petition from 


He asked | 


way to permit him to present to the House a re- 





u | December 20, 
| ury atall; they belonged wholly to the connection j sundry laborers upon the public works in Wash. 
Halls, however great, to mystify the subject or || between the Government and the banks, and grew |! ington city, praying remuneration for the loss of 


| time caused by the action of this House at the 
| last session. 

Mr. A. said that he did not know why these 
laborers had been thus deprived of proper com. 
pensation. They were common laborers, do. 
| pendent upon their labor alone for support, anq 
the Commissioner of Public Buildings shoyig 
| have paid them every cent for this lost time 
Mr. A. was going on to advocate the claims of 
the petitioners to compensation, when 

Mr. CRARY called the gentleman to order, as 
he was going on to debate the merits of the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. ADAMS said he merely made the remarks 
|| in justice to these poor men, and would ask for 
| the reading of the petition; after which he asked 
|| that the petition be referred to the Committee on 
| Public Buildings, though it was his opinion the 
| House should now proceed to act upon the sub. 
| ject peer. 

Mr. LINCOLN said that the Committee on 
| Public Buildings had already instructed him to 
| report a joint resolution to pay the persons al. 
_luded to, and the object of his colleague would 
| be attained by giving the direction to the memo- 
|| rial indicated. 
The memorial was accordingly referred to the 
|, Committee on Public Buildings. 
|| Mr. ADAMS presented a petition from certain 
|| citizens of New Hampshire, praying for the abo- 
| lition of slavery in the District of Columbia, &c., 
| accompanied with a request to be heard in sup- 
| port thereof in person or by counsel. Mr. A. 
| moved that the leave be granted to the petitioners, 
|| The SPEAKER aaa that the request, as well 
|| as the balance of the memorial, fell under the op- 
| eration of Mr. Arnerron’s fifth resolution, and 
| must go on the table. 
| Mr. ADAMS took an appeal from this decis- 
| ion, and contended that the request of the peti- 
|, tioners to be heard was altogether a different 
thing from the prayer of the body of the petition, 
and that the former did not come within the op- 
|eration of the order referred to. Mr. A. called 
for the yeas and nays upon the appeal; which 
| were ordered. 
| Mr. CUSHMAN at first moved to lay the ap- 
| 


peal on the table; but it appearing to be the gen- 

eral wish on the part of the House to take the 
| question directly on the appeal, he withdrew the 
| motion, 
Mr. MERCER remarked that the petition itself 
|; would of course be, or now was, laid on the table; 
and to grant leave to petitioners to be heard ona 
matter that the House had laid on the table would 
be a solecism. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, would ask the 
gentleman if the petition itself, on which the me- 
|| morialists asked to be heard, did not pray for the 


| 
| 
| 
| abolition of slavery, and whether the gentleman 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| | 


| desired that they should come here to advocate 
| that question / 
|| The question on the appeal was then taken, 
|, and decided in the affrmative—yeas ]80, nays>; 
| as follows: : 
YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Aycrigg, Banks, 
|} Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Birdsail, Boon, 
|| Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, John Cal- 
hoon, Cambreteng, William B. Campbell, John Campbell, 
|| Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Cheatham, Clark, Cleveland, 
|| Clowney, Cottin, Coles, Conner, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, 
|| Crary, Cranston, Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, Dawson, 
|| Davee, De Graff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Et- 
|| wards, Everett, Ewing, Farrington, Richard Fletcher, [saa 
| Fletcher, Fillmore, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Giddings, 
| Glascock, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Gravt- 
1 land, Grant, Graves, Gray, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hall, 
| Halsted, Hammond, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, 
{| Haynes, Henry, Hered, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
| William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jack- 
| son, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Joseph Jobo- 
| son, William C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
| Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbet- 
| ter, Lincoin, Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, Sampson Maso", 
| Martin, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKay, Abraham McUiel- 
‘lan, McKennan, Menetee, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Mit 
| chell, Montgomery, Moore. Morgan, Calvary Morris, Mur- 
| ray, Noble,Ogie, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Pay" 
| ter, Pearce, Peck, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, 
| Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Reily, Renchet, 
{| Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sheffer, Augustine H. 
|| Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, 
| Southgate, Spencer, Stanly. Stuart, Stone, Stratton. Swear 
|| ingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Vitus, ‘Toland, Toucey: 
| Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Week 
|| Albert S.White, John White, Whittlesey, Lewis William 
| Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Josept L. ae 
| liames, H. Williams, Werd, Worth » aut 
i) Yell—180. rT 
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~ WAYS—Messrs. Adains, William B. Calhoun, Darling- | 


ton, Davies, Evans, Potts, Ridgway, and Tillinghast—s. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed by 
the House. 

Mr. WISE desired the Clerk to note the fact 
that he had refused to vote; and he further de- 
sired him henceforward never to call his name on 
any vote on the subject of abolition. 

r. ADAMS presented a petition remonstrat- 
ing against the annexation of ome to the Union, 
and moved its reference to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, it was laid on 
the table, without a division. 

The same disposition was made of the other 
petitions on this subject. 

Mr. ADAMS presented a memorial praying 


Congress to open and establish international re- | 


Jations with the Republic of Hayti, and moved 
its reference to the Committee on 
with instructions to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE eailed for a division of the 
question. 


Mr. ADAMS said he had moved the instruc- | 


tions because the chairman of that committee 
{Mr. Howarp] had stated that petitions had here- 


action had ensued upon them; and also because 
he had thrown out an intimation that, if referred 


to that committee again, nothing more would be | 


heard of them. 

Mr. HOWARD said that was an insinuation 
the gentleman had no right to make. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had a right to make it, 


for the gentleman’s language had amounted to | 


nothing short of a distinct pledge. 

Mr. HAYNES called the gentleman to order, 
for debating the petition on the day of its pre- 
sentation. 


The SPEAKER said it must lie over one day, | 


under the rule, if it gave rise to debate. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had no desire to debate 
it, but merely to assign a reason for moving the 
instructions. 


The SPEAKER, That is debating the peti- 
tion. 
Mr. ADAMS. Well, then, having stated to this 


House, and to the country, and to the petitioners | 


that—— 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to order on the ground 
that the petition had been ordered to lie over till 
to-morrow, 

Mr. ADAMS said he had risen to withdraw 
the instructions, for he feared that the lying over 
ull to-morrow would be equivalent to its post- 
ponement till the end of the session. 

The instructions being withdrawn, the memo- 
rial was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. A. subsequently presented another petition 
on the same subject, and moved the instructions, 
stating his intention of debating the subject, and 
it was ordered to lie over, 


Mr. A. also presented a large number of peti- | 
tions from various States (including one or two | 
from Ohio county, Virginia,) praying for the ab- 


olition of slavery and the slave trade, remon- 
strating against the admission of any new slave- 
holding State, against the annexation of Texas, 
for international relations with Hayti, &c. The 
abolition petitions were laid on the table under 
Mr. Aruerton’s resolution, and the others were 
disposed of as stated above. 

Mr. CUSHING, for the purpose, he safd, of 
economizing the time of the House, would pre- 
sent, to-day, but one of the many abolition peti- 


the others to a future day. 


Pronounce the resolution ordering those petitions 
on the table to be unconstitutional, to protest 
against it, and asked that his protest might be 
entered on the Journal. 

The SPEAKER ruled it to be out of order. 

Petitions and memorials were then further pre- 
sented by Messrs. TILLINGHAST and CRAN- 
STON, of Rhode Island. 

Messrs. TOUCEY, WHITTLESEY, HA- 
LEY, and HOLT, of Connecticut. 

(Mr. Haxey presented the petition of Gilbert 
Sprague Fisk, praying for a pension for services 
rendered and wounds received in the battle at 
Stonington, in the late war with Great Britain. 


Also, the petition of Samue] Edgecomb, praying 


oreign Affairs, | 





for an increase of pension in consequence of ser- 
vices rendered in the revolutionary war. Also, 
the petition of Esther Culver, praying for a pen- 
sion in consequence of services rendered by her 
husband, Moses Jones, in the war of the Revo- 
lution, 
praying for a pension for services rendered and 
wounds received on board the ship Madison, on 
Lake Ontario, in the late war. Also, the memo- 
rial of Edmund Fanning, claiming, in behalf of 
the heirs of Nathaniel Fanning, deceased, his 
share of the prize money for services rendered on 
board the ship commanded by John Paul Jones; 


| also, thata gold medal be struck and presented 


to his widow, as due to the bravery of this praise- 
| worthy officer, who perished on duty while serv- 
| ing his country « 

Mr. Hotr presented the following petitions: 
The petition of Mrs. Esther Cleaveland, of Can- 
| terbury, Connecticut, widow of Captain Moses 

Cleaveland, who was acaptain in the Revolution, 
praying forapension. Also, the petition of Luc 
| Strong, daughter and heir of Eliphalet Spafford, 
| askin: a grant of bounty land in consequence of 
services rendered in the war of the Revolution. 


| Also, the petition of Benjamin Bebbins, of Wind- 
tofore been referred to that committee, and no 


' ham, asking a pension for services rendered the 
/Government. Also, the memorial of Major 
Charles Laraber, who was an officer in the Army 
during the late war with Geeat Britain, and who 
| lost a limb whilst so engaged, tegether with his 
_ vouchers, now on the files of the House. 
Messrs. HALL, SLADE, EVERETT, and 
| ALLEN, of Vermont. 
{Mr. Aten presented the petition of Martha 
Ingersoll, for a pension; Seth Willey, for a pen- 
| sion; Patience Smith, fora pension; Lyman King, 


|| for property taken by the Government in the last 


| war; John Safford and 71 others, of Cambridge, 
Vermont, on the subject of slavery; Henry Stow- 
ell and 77 others, on the subject of slavery. 

Messrs. FILLMORE, PARKER, KEMBLE, 
TAYLOR, GRAY, BEERS, ANDREWS, 
VANDERVEER, SPENCER, JONES, DE 
|'GRAFF, GRANT, BRONSON, MARVIN, 
RUSSELL, HOFFMAN, MITCHELL, Mce- 
CLELLAN,EDWARDS, PUTNAM, NOBLE, 
3SIBLEY, and PECK, of New York. 
|| (Mr. Grant presented the petition of Portius 
‘| F. Parsons, praying that the heirs of Eli Parsons, 
i deceased, be paid the amount due upon a certifi- 
|| cate given to Eli Parsons, deceased, for $1,800, 
\| for his services and expenses as commissary gen- 
| eral in the revolutionary war; which was referred 
|| to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
| Mr. Parker presented the petition of O. R. 
|| Bennet and others, praying for the improvement 
|| of the navigation of the Alleghany river; which 
|| was referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
\| nels. Also, the memorial of John Martin Baker, 
|| late consul at Rio de Janeiro, asking compensa- 
tion for diplomatic services; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign A ffairs. 

Mr. Gray presented the petition of sundry in- 
habitants of Chemung county, New York, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail route from Elmira, 
| via the west end of the town of Chemung and the 


| head waters of Wynkoop creek, to Van Ettan- 


ville, in Cayuga. 


Mr. Kemeue presented the petition of Sarah 
Oakley, for a pension; which was referred to the 
Also, 
aniel S. Patterson, 
to be refunded certain moneys expended by his 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


the petition of Commodore 


order; which was referred to the Committee on 
\| Navai Affairs. 


\| fairs, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. McCuetian presented the petition of 


|| to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
|| hocton to Allen’s Hill, in that State. 

| Mr. Bronson presented the petition and p 
| ers, heirs of Peter Vroman, deceased, prayin 
pram for provisions furnished to the Uni 
1 


|| mittee of Claims. Also, the petition and 


|| of James Cummings, for a pension; which were 


| referred to the on 


Also, the petition of Bradford Phillips, | 


Also, the petition of Captain 
tions intrusted to his charge, and would postpone || Charles F'. Smith and other officers of the Army, 

|| for an equalization of the pay of the Army; which 
Mr. C. availed himself of that opportunity to | was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
| Lyman Bristol, for a pension; which was referred 
| Mr. Sisrey presented the petition of Jacob 
'| Walling and others, for a post route from Co- 
| apers 
| of Gilbert Vroman, in behalf of himself and oth- 


tates in 1814; which were referred to the Com- 
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On motion of Mr. Bronson, the petitions and 
papers tn the following cases were ord: red to be 
taken from the files and referred, as follows: in 
the case of William Butterfield, to the Coormit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions; in the case of Conrad 
Watts, to the Committee on Revolutionary Peu- 


|, sions; in the case of William Tryon, to the Com- 


mittee of Claims. 

Mr. Spencer presented the petition of Robert 
Cary, for bounty land. Also, the petition of the 
Tuscarora nation of Indians in the State of New 
York. } 

Mr. YORKE, of New Jersey. 

Messrs. HENRY, SHEFFER, PLUMER, 
HAMMOND, HUBLEY, McKENNAN,NAY- 
LOR, TOLAND, OGLE, and 8. W. MORRIS, 
of Pennsylvania, 

(Mr. Suerrer presented the petition of Adam 
Wert, and seventy-two other voters of Adams 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for the immediate 
abolition of slavery and the Slave trade in the 
District of Columbia and the several Territories. 
The petitioners ask its reference to a select com- 
mittee, &c.; it was laid on the table, under the 
order of the House. 

Mr. PLumer presented a petition very numer- 
ously signed, for an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the Alleghany river frém Pittsburg 
to Olean; which was referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. S. W. Morais presented the petition from 
citizens of McKean county, for improvement of 
the Alleghany river. 

Mr. Henry presented the following: Petition 
of William Scott, of Beaver county, Penneylva- 
nia, praying for a pension on account of extraor- 
dinary exposure and loss of health in the service 
of the United States in the late war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
Petition of Jonathan Davis, of Mercer county, 
Pennsylvania, praying for remuneration for 
wheat, oats, and hay, taken from him by order of 
Lieutenant McDonald, for the use of the Army 
in the late war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. Petition of Andrew Logan, of 
Scott county, lowa Territory, praying for a do- 
nation of two sections of land, upon certain con- 
ditions, to aid him in the manufacture of silk; 
which was referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. Petition of the heirs of Captain Robert 
Unee, an officer of the revolutionary war, praying 
for commutation —additional evidence offered; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. Petition of Lieutenant William 
McMillen, of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, an 
officer of the revolutionary war, praying for com- 
mutation; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims—with additional evidence. 
Petition of a number of citizens of Beaver and 
Butler counties, praying Congress to abolish sla- 
very and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia. Petition for a national armory at the 
falls of Beaver river, in the county of Beaver; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. } 

Mr. MILLIGAN, of Delaware. 

Messrs. HOWARD, JOHNSON, KENNE- 
DY, and JENIFER, of Maryland. 

Messrs. BEIRNE, CRAIG, BANKS, MAL- 
LORY,TALIAFERRO, GARLAND, and HOP- 
KINS, of Virginia. 

(Mr. Matiory presented the petition of John 
Cammack; the petition of the administrators of 
B. Laws; the petition of William Jett; the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Robert Watkins; the peti- 
tion of Sarah Gates; the petition of John Cow- 

tr; the petition of George Terrill and Jackson 

orton; the petition of the representatives of 
William Godwin; the petition of Sarah Ingra- 
ham; the petition of Ely Pierce; the petition of 
the representatives of Tae Marshall; which 
were severally referred to appropriate commit- 


tees. 

Sachem STANLY, RENCHER, and GRA- 
HAM, of North Carolina. 

Mr. LEGARE, of South Carolina. 

Messrs. HAYNES, GLASCOCK, and DAW- 
SON, of Georgia. 

(Mr. Dawsow puree a ese = _ 

nt of the State of Georgia, asking to i 

the amount of a final-settlement certificate, issued on 
by John Pierce, Paymaster General and commis- 
sioner of the Army accounts, on the 18th of 
May, 1785, t0 the State of Georgia, for $123,283, 
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for payment made by that State to her officers of i of the United States; which was referred to the 
the revolutionary army on Continental establish- | Committee on Public Lands. The petition of 


ment, for the commutation of their half pay, and 


for other pay due said officers, together with the | 


interest thereon, now due; which was, referred, 
on motion of Mr. D., toa select committee of 


five. Also, a claim in favor of Marcus Hemphill, | 


of the State of Georgia, as executor of Samuel 
Hemphill, deceased, asking 
dered in the Army of the United States, as a far- 
rier and smith, in the years 1794-95. 


| Richard Simms, of Missouri, asking the passage 
of a law granting him a tract of land in Platt 


| county, Missouri, as a compensation for his mil- | 


itary services during the revolutionary war; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
|| The petition of Harvey H. Colgon, of Missouri, 


pay for services ren- || asking the passage of a law granting him the right 


|| of preémption to a@ certain tract of land therein 
| mentioned; which was referred to the Committee 


Messrs. HARLAN, SOUTHGATE, WIL- || on Public Lands. The petition of Michael Glass, 


LIAMS,GRAVES, MENEFEE, and UNDER- 
WOOD, of Kentucky. 


Messrs. Speaker POLK, STONE, CARTER, | 
SHIELDS, TURNEY, C. H. WILLIAMS, J. | 
L. WILLIAMS, and CAMPBELL, of Tennes- |! 


see. 
{Mr. Srone presented the petition of Samuel 
Martin, a citizen of Campbell Station, Knox 


county, Tennessee, praying for an appropriation | 


to be made sufficient for a complete survey of the 
Tennessee river at the Suck, and for at least fif- 
teen miles above and below the same; and also 
for the survey of a route for a canal or railroad 
from the mouth of Battle creek, a small distance 
below the Suck,in Marion county, Tennessee, to 
the three forks of Duck river, at a point whence 
the State of Tennessee have had a survey made 


mittee on Roads and Canals, 

Mr. Joseru L. Wixuiams presented the me- 
morial of Joseph S. Milligan, claiming indemnity 
on account of the military authority of the Uni- 


ted States ce erriory | him of his property in | 


the Cherokee territory. 

Messrs. MASON, BOND, GIDDINGS, AL- 
LEN, MORRIS, HUNTER, DUNCAN,SHEP- 
Lome RIDGWAY, HARPER, and GOODE, of 

io. 

(Mr. Harper presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Muskingum county, Ohio, praying 


that a mail route be established from Zanesville || 
to Belmaar’s cross roads, Frazeysburg, West Car- | 
lisle, and East Union, to Gambier, Knox county.] || 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana. 


Messrs. EWING, HEROD, RARIDEN, | 


GRAHAM, DUNN, and WHITE, of Indiana. 
Mr. WORD, of Mississippi. 
Messrs, CASEY, MAY, and SNYDER, of Illi- 
nois. 
Mr. Caser introduced the petition of sundry 
citizens of Edwards county, Illinois, praying a 
t of land to aid in constructing a railroad from 
t, Carmel, Illinois, to New Albany, Indiana; 
which, on his motion, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 
Messrs. CHAPMAN, LEWIS, LYON, and 
CRABB, of Alabama. 
{[Mr. Cuapman presented the following: Peti- 


tion of citizens of Cherokee, DeKalb, and Jack- || 


asking Congress to pass a law authorizing the 


paid by him to the United States on account of a 
tract of land, entered, as he believes, through mis- 


| ing him to change an entry of a tract of land here- 
tofore made by him through mistake; which was 
|| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. The 


|| petition of William Gillis and John King, of Mis- | 


|| souri, asking the passage of a law granting the 
| right of preémption to certain lands therein men- 
|| tioned; which was referred to the Committee on 


|| Public Lands. The petition of Joseph Evans and | 


|| others, of Missouri, praying Congress to pass a 


certain lands therein mentioned; which was re- 
'| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. The 


|| petition of Amos Burdine and others, of Missou- | 
ri, asking the passage of a law granting to them | 


| the right of preémption to certain lands therein 


{ named; which were referred to the Committee on 
| Pablic Lands. 

Mr. Harrison presented and submitted the fol- 
, lowing petitions; petition of Airs Hudspeth, pray- 


| Boone county, for a post route from Columbia, 
by Younger’s Mills, to Mexico, in Audrian coun- 


|| ty; of the inhabitants of the town of St. Charles, || 


|, to drain certain inundated lands; of the members 


'| of the Missouri Legislature, to improve Salt river; || 


| of Lucy Johnson, late Lucy Gooding, praying 
|| the right of preémption; of Tarlton Ellege and 
|| James White, praying Congress to allow them to 





|| tin, to grant him the right of preémption to acer- 
| tain tract of land therein mentioned; of Jacob 
|| Groom and John Sneathen, praying remunera- 
1 tion for Indian depredations; of Robert John- 
‘| son and Francis Rivaud, for remuneration for 
|| Indian depredations; of the trustees of the town 
_of St. Charles, praying the requisite appropria- 


son counties, praying a new land district in the | tion for the surveying of the commons and com- 


territory acquired from the Cherokee Indians, and | 


the location of the land office; petition of citizens 
of Benton county, praying the removal of the 
land office from 


him a certain amount which he has been obliged 
to pay for costs in a suit improper! 
against him as postmaster; all of which were re-| 
ferred to the appropriate committees. 
Messrs. MI 
souri. 
(Mr. Mixxer presented the following: The pe- 


tition of Samuel Davis, William Brown, and || 


Martin H. Arthur, of Missouri, asking the pas- 


ardisville to Jacksonville, and | 
to add the Cherokee nation to the Coosa land dis- || 
trict; petition of Elisha Moreland and others, | right of preémption; of James A. Clark, for the | 
praying to have the right of preémption; petition | 
of omaiene. also for the right of preémption || 
in lieu of that of which he was deprived; petition | 
of John S. Burnett, asking to have refunded to | 


mon field lots granted to said town by act of Con- 
|| gress; of Cornelius Campbell and others, that 
| they be allowed a preémption upon certain inun- 

dated lands, which they ask they may be allowed 
to drain; of James Butler and a 


right of preémption; of Harrison Snead, a soldier 
of the late war, praying that he may, be allowed 
to enter other land in lieu of that received by him 
as his military bounty tract; of John T. Austin, 


|, for the right of preémption for a specified time to 
brought | 


certain lands therein mentioned, for the cultiva- 
tion of silk; of Thomas P. Copes, that he may 


\ | be allowed, upon certain conditions, to drain cer- | 
ER and HARRISON, of Mis- || 


tain inundated lakes; of William McPherson and 
others, praying the right of preémption; of sun- 
dry citizens of Washington and other counties, 
praying that an additional land office may be es- 
| tablished; of sundry citizens living on the old 


refunding to him of a certain amount of money, | 


take; which was referred to the Committee on Pub- |, 
lic Lands. The petition of John G. Parsons, of || 
Missouri, asking the passage of a law authoriz- | 


law granting them the right of preémption to | 
to the Mississippi river. Referred to the Com- || 


mentioned; which was referred to the Committee | 
_ on Public Lands. Six several petitions, numer- | 
| ously signed by citizens residing in the south- | 
ern part of the State of Missouri, asking the pas- | 
sage ofa law ceding certain inundated or swampy | 
' lands to said State, on the conditions therein || 


correct certain entries made by them; of Z. Mar- | 


ers, praying the | 





December 20, 
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'| tain lands to supply the deficiency occasioned by 
| the encroachment of the commons of the towy of 
|| Carondelet; of Hiner Stigermire, to correct a mis. 
‘| entry; of Reuben Gentry and others, for remy. 
neration for Indian depredations; of Jonathan 

Boone, to correct a mis-entry; of sundry citizens 
| of Cole county, for an additional land district; of 
|| Tilford Taylor, to correct a mis-entry; of Johny 
| Wiley and Jefferson Greer, for remuneration fo, 
improvements put upon land bought of the Gov. 
ernment, but which the Government had preyj. 
ously sold; of John Whitsett, praying for relies. 
| of Enoch Matson, for relief as set forth in his 
_ petition; of Samuel Massey and Thomas James, 
| praying that they may be allowed to enter certain 
| unsurveyed lands for the benefit of their iron 
works. 

Also, the following memorials of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Missouri: memorial asking 
a grant of lands for common-school purposes, 
_memorial to appropriate the interest arising from 
the proceeds of the sale of the seminary lands 
_ to the purpose of primary schools; memorial ask- 
| ing that the counties of Saline, Pettis, and Ben- 
|| ton may be attached to the Lexington land dis- 
|| triet; memorial asking that the amount of money 

collected by rents from the lead mines may be 
| returned to the counties respectively in which the 
lead was obtained; memorial asking a grant of 
five hundred thousand acres of land for the 
purposes of internal improvements and common 
schools; memorial asking the establishment of a 
new land district south of the Missouri river, to 
include Jefferson city; the petition of Thomas 
Talbot and others, praying remuneration for dep- 
redations committed by the Pawnee Indians; the 
petition of the heirs of Daniel Boone, for compen- 
sation for the services of their ancestor.] 

Mr. YELL, of Arkansas, presented the peti- 
| tion of J. M. Shepherd, praying for indemnity 
|| for the loss of a horse in the service of the Uni- 
, ted States; which was referred to the Committee 
| of Claims. Also, a petition from Marcus Wright, 
|| praying that he may be permitted to enter, at the 


ing the right of preémption; of sundry citizens of || minimum price, a certain tract of land in Arkan- 


‘| sas; which was referred to the Committee on 
|| Public Lands. 
| Mr. CRARY, of Michigan, presented a petition 
|| forthe improvement of the harbor at New Buffalo. 
| Mr. DOWNING, of Florida. 
|| Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin, presented the fol- 
|| lowing: a memorial of the Legislative Assembly 
1 of Wisconsin Territory, praying that the right 
|| of preémption may be granted to the miners or 
|| occupants of mineral lands. The petition of 
‘| Thomas W, Taylor, praying for a horse lost ir 
|| the late Indian war of 1832. Resolutions of a 
|| public meeting of citizens of Mineral Point and 
} vicinity, praying for a donation of lands to aid 
} in the improvement of the Pekatonica river. 
|| Memorial praying that arms, &c., may be fur- 
| nished the Territory of Wisconsin for the protec- 
tion of her citizens. Memorial praying for the 
| construction of harbors on Lake Michigan; for 
|| the improvement of rivers and for the construc- 
|| tion of harbors; for a grant of land to aid in the 
construction of the Portage canal, to connect the 
waters of the Fox river, which empties into Lake 
|| Michigan, with those of the Wisconsin river, 
| which empties into the Mississippi river. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of lowa. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland. 

Mr. FLETCHER, of Vermont, presented the 
following petitions: Petition of Nehemiah Phil- 
lips; referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
| sions. Petition of Joseph Hackett; referred to the 
_ Committee on Invalid Pensions. Petition of Aden 

Bartlett; referred to the Committee on Invalid 
|| Pensions. Petition of John McLeran; referred to 
|| the Committee of Claims. Petition of Merrill 
|| Pilsbury; referred to the Committee on Invalid 


sage of a law granting them the right of preémp- | French and Spanish claims, praying the right of || Pensions. 


tion to a certain tract of land therein mentioned; || preémption, in case the land is found to belong to | 


wnich was referred to the Committee on Public | 
Lands. The petition of Samuel Merry and oth- ; 
ers, of Missouri, prayingCongress to pass a law | 
gone the right of way through the public | 
ands of the United States to the St. Louis and | 
Belleview Railroad Company, in Missouri; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. | 
The petition of Catharine Dodge, of Missouri, | 
asking the passage of a law granting to her the | 
difference between the original cost and present | 
value of a certain tract of purchased by her 


| the United States; of sundry citizens of Ra 


of sundry citizens of Boone county, for an addi- 


pensation for a horse lost in the Black Hawk war; 
of James B. Wills, for compensation for wood 
furnished Fort Leavenworth; of Orris Call, fora 

nsion; of James Duncan, for a pension; of 

bert Murray, praying that he may be allowed 
| to correct a mis-entry; of Henry Duchuquetle and 
_ others, praying that they be allowed to enter cer- 





} 
| 





tional land district; of Alfred George, for com- | 


Mr. CROCKETT, of Tennessee. 


} 


y ‘ 
county, praying for an additional land district; | PRSCU TYE COMMER Sere 


li The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
|| lowing message from the President of the United 
States: 

|| To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

|| J bave the honor to transmit herewith additional lettess 
|| and documents embraced in the resolution of the House ol 
| Representatives of the 7th instant. 


| - 
|| Wasninerox, December 20, 1838. 


Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


M. VAN BUREN. 


* 
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~ Also,the following: 


To the House of Representatives : 
An important difference of opinion having arisen con- 
cerning the construction of an act of Congress making a 
grant of land to the State of Indiana, and in which she feels | 
a deep interest, I deem it proper to submit ail the material 
facts to your consideration, with a view to procure such 
additional legislation as the facts or the case may appear to 
er proper. 
= at of the Secretary of the Treasury and the doc- | 
uments annexed from the General Land Office, Willdisclose | 
all the circumstances deemed material in relation to the 
subject, and are herewith presented. 


M. VAN BUREN. {| 
Wasuineton, December 20, 1838. 


On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, | 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. i| 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a | 
statement in relation to the execution of the Chick- 
asaw treaty of 1834; which was laid on the table. | 


RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. EVERETT, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a || 
pensior to James ‘l'ylar. 


On motion of Mr. EVERETT, it was \ 





I) 


Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be instructed || 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Commis- || 
sioner of Patents to issue a patent to Oliver Perrin and John 
W. Faunce, on their application filed in the Patent Office | 
on the Ist of September, 1834, and that the accompanying | 
papers be referred to said committee. i| 


On motion of Mr. SLADE, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- || 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making compen- || 
sation to the volunteers who repaired to Plattsburg on the || 
invasion by the British forces, in September, 1814, and that |, 
all the papers on file relating to that subject be referred to | 
said committee. ° 


On motion of Mr. JENIFER, it was | 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House be | 
discharged therefrom, and that so much of the President’s 
message as relates to the tobacco trade with foreign nations | 
be referred to a select committee. 


On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, it 
was | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
paying John Houswright, a contractor upon mail route No. | 
1965, in Virginia, for expenses incurred by a change in the | 
arrival and departure of the mails on that route, made after 


the contract was made and the commencement of his ser- 
vices. 


On motion of Mr. DOWNING, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency sae by law | 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Apalachicola 
river. 


On motion of Mr. MAY, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be in- || : ; 
\| referred to the Committee on Finance, and or- 


structed to transmit to this House the papers in relation to 
the claim of Richard L. Barrete to fractional section four, 
in township four north, in range nine west, of the fourth 
principal meridian in Illinois. 


|| instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 


| ferent quarter sections than those upon which their farms 
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to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, for the \| 
payment for the horses and equipages which have been || 
turned over to the officers of the United States by mounted 

volunteers who served in Florida. i 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, on leave, sub- | 
mitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of 
granting to all the settlers that may have heretojore settled, 
or may hereafter settle, on the public lands, preémption 


| rights to one quarter section of said land, according to the | 
| provisions of an act, approved June 22, 1838, entitled “An || ; : 
a | day ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 


act to grant preémption rights to setters on the public 
lands.”’ 


The resolution having been read, 

Mr. CHAPMAN submitted the following, as 
a substitute: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 


preémption laws so as— 

1. To permit settlers to enter timbered lands to make and 
support their farms on the prairie. 

2. To include young men who had farms, but were not 
housekeepers. 


3. Those whose settlements were made prior to the sur- 


' 


} 


| 
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ciary, to which was referred the bill to prevent 
the giving or accepting a challenge to fight a duel 
in the District of Columbia, and for the punish- 
ment thereof, reported the same without amend- 
ment. Also, the bill to abolish imprisonment for 
debt in certain cases, Also, the bill for the relief 
of Laurent Millaudon and others, with an amend- 
ment. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 


| Mr. LYON gave notice that he would on Mon- 


| Daniel Goodwin. 

Mr. KING gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill to give to the 
railroad and canal companies incorporated by the 
States the right of way through the lands of the 


|| United States. 


Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would, at 
| the next meeting of the Senate, ask leave to intro- 
, duce the following bills: 
| A bill to relinquish to the State of Mississippi 


| he two per cent. fund; 


veying of the lands whereon such settiements were made, || A bill to cede to the State of Ohio and other 


and who by subsequent surveys are made to oecupy dif- 


are situate. 
4. Those whose settlements were made within the four | 


| months specified in said law. 


5. Those whose settlements were imade subsequent to 


| the passage of the said Jaw, and so as to require six months’ 


notice of the sale of public lands. 
That said committee also inquire into the expediency of 


| providing by law for the sub-division of the mineral lands 


into lots corresponding in size with lots laid out under the 
mining, and for the sale thereof to the claimants. 
said committee also inquire into the expediency of provid- | 
ing by law for the appointinent of a commissioner to adjust | 
the title to said lots. 


On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, December 21, 1838. 


The PRESIDENT communicated a report from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting a state- 


the treaties with the Chickasaw Indians, approved 
20th April, 1836. 


PETITIONS, ETC. . 


York, praying for a revision of the militia laws; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Mi- 
litia. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the memorial of the 
| clerks employed in the Third Auditor’s office, 
praying for an increase of their pay; which was 


dered to be printed. 
Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, presented the 








On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, of Indiana, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- | 
lishing a mail route from the Pleasant Gardens, in Burke | 
county, North Carolina, by Turkey Cove, Grassey Creek, 
and Rock Creek, to Jonesboro, in Tennessee. ; 


On motion of Mr. YELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of amending the act of 
the 9th of July, 1836, so as to authorize the Secretary of 
War, if, in his opinion, the defense of the frontiers demand | 
it, to continue the occupation of Fort Gibson, and to con- 
struct the road on or near the western boundary tine, pass- | 
ing within the limits of the State of Arkansas, if the situation 
of the country and the good of the service require it. 


On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee.on Public Lands be in- 
Structed to inquire into the expediency of creating an ad- 
ditional land district in the northwestern part of the State 
of Missouri, so as to embrace within the limits of said land 
district what is usually called the Platt county, recently | 
annexed to said State. 


_ On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, | 
it was 





Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the fees 
allowed by law to the clerks, marshals, and district attor- 
neys of the United States courts for the State of Louisiana, 
80 as to with the fees allowed for similar services 
in the. State courts of said State. | 


On motion of Mr. MERCER, it was 


Resolved, That the case of James B. Brice, referred at 
the late session of Congress to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, be again referred to the said committee. 


On motion of Mr. DOWNING, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed 


petition of Tucker, asking for a pension; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 


|| sions. 


Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Asa Smith, 

praying for the remission of a fine imposed by 

| the Post Office; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


establishment of a port of entry at Indian Key; 
which was redex to the Committee on Com- 
| merce, 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of 
Commodore Patterson; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of —— Du- 
rand, a haif-breed Creek Indian, praying permis- 
sion to sell his reservation, preparatory to his 
removal with the rest of his tribe west of the Mis- 
sissippi; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referted the bill authorizing 
the sale of certain Indian reservations, reported 


| the same with an amendment, which was read. 
Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Military 





Affairs, to which had been referred the petition 
of John M. Hepburn, reported a bill to fix the 
compensation of the senior clerk in the office of 
the Adjutant General; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 


tt 
ty 
i} 


That |} 


ment required by the act for carrying into effect | 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial | 
of sundry citizens of Tompkins county, New || 


| Mr. WALL presented the petition of a num- | 
ber of citizens of New Jersey, praying for the | 


| States certain portions of the public domain; 

A bill to grant to the State of Missouri a cer- 
tain quantity of the public lands, to be expended 
in railroads; and 

A bill to authorize the sale to the Mississippi 
and Alabama Railroad Company a certain por- 

tion of the public land. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, and in pursu- 

‘ance of previous notice, introduced a bill to pre- 

t vent the interference of certain public officers in 
elections; which was read, and ordered to a second 

reading. 

|| Mr. YOUNG, on leave, and in pursuance of 

|| previous notice, introduced the following bills; 

i; which were severally read twice; and referred: 

|| A bill for the relief of Jane Waller; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Parsons; 

A bill for the relief of James H. Ralston; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Hanks; 

A bill for the relief of Dennis Quinlevan; 

| A bill for the relief of Charles A. Dodd; 

|| A bill for the relief of William Bennett; 

A bill for the relief of John L. Scott; 

A bill for the relief of John Richey; 

A bill for the relief of David McNair; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Ferguson; and 

A bill to establish a pension agency at Spring- 

| field, in the State Hlinois. 


i 


|| Mr. DAVIS, on leave, and in pursuance of 
|| notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of the 
|| Nantucket Steamboat Company; also a bill for 
|| the relief of Elijah Eldridge; which were sever- 
| ally read twice and referred. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
|| of the bill from the House, making appropria- 
|| tions in part for the support of Government for 
| the year 1838-39. The question being on the 
‘|| amendment of Mr. Carirrenpen to the amend- 
|| ment of Mr. Watit—the latter being for the inser- 
tion ofan appropriation of $250,000 to pay the pen- 
sions of certain widows of revolutionary soldiers 
married between 1783 and 1794, provided for by 
the act of the last session, and the former being 
|| for the repeal of said act afterthe 4th of March 


} 


il 


|| next. 
|| Mr. DAVIS hoped his friend from Kentucky 
| would withdraw his amendment; and if the sub- 
| ject of repealing this act was to be agitated, why 
| let it be so at a more appropriate period. 
‘| Mr. KING observed that he should be pleased 
|| to see the amendment of the Senator from Ken- 
'| tucky withdrawn, provided the example was ful- 
|| lowed by the Senator from New Jersey, in with- 
| drawing his amendment. The last was calculated 
to embarrass this appropriation bill, and if per- 
| severed in, he would unquestionably give his 
|| vote to the amendment of the Senator from Ken- 
| tucky. He hoped the whole subject of both 
‘amendments would come up in a separate bill, 
| and that the Senator from New Jersey would see 
| the propriety of withdrawing his amendment, and 
| suffering the bill to pass. He should go as far 
| as anybody to redeem the public faith; he knew 
| that the Government owed these widows the 
|; money, and he was willing to provide for its 
payment ina proper way. But as this amend 
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ment was only ealeulated to embarrass the bill | 
under consideration, he hoped the gentleman |: 


would withdraw it. 


Mr. WALL would be very happy to gratify | 


his friend from Alabama, but in the present in- 
siance he must decline doing so, This is an ap- 
propriation bill to meet exigencies caused by 
enactments of Congress. The amendment was 
intended to provide for the reauisitions of a law 


passed at the last session, for which we failed to | 


make an appropriation. He thought that by 
failing to provide the means at the Jast session, 
it became our duty, at as early a moment as pos- 
sible, to make this appropriation. He could not 
see the impropriety of passing this appropriation 
now, which the honorable Senator from Alabama 
admits must be made at some period. 

Mr. NILES was much pleased with the re- 
marks of the Senator from Alabama, and regret- 
ted that his friend from New Jersey did not take 
"he same view of the matter. He was opposed 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Cairrenpven,] as well as the amend- 


ment of the Senator from New Jersey; for the | 
probability was, that if the former was defeated | 


it would also defeat the latter. What he wished 
to call the attention of the Senate to was the im- 

ortance of the amendment introduced by the 
Gonneor from New Jersey—a matter of too much 
importance to be brought forward in this inci- 
dental way. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he would be giad if the 
honorable Senator from New Jersey would ac- 
quiesce in the suggestion of the Senator from Al- 
abama. He thought that the Committee on Pen- 
sions should have time to look into the matter 
for which this appropriation was asked; that they 
should report the reasons why these names were 
placed on the pension list. Can any man believe 
that these one thousand names on the list are 
those of widows married between 1783 and 1794, 
and all applicants in less than a year? He hoped 
that the Senator from New Jersey, who wasdis- 

osed to do justice on this, as on all other sub- 
jects, would see the propriety of acquiescing in 
_ course indicated by the Senator from Ala- 
ama, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said that he had been soli- 


cited by bis friends to withdraw thisamendment, | 


and that he should accordingly do so. As to the 
amendment of the Senator from New Jersey, his 
opinion was that it was entirely irregular, and 


that it ought to be disapproved of by every mem- | 
Here was a bill coming from | 


ber of the Senate. 
the other House, to meet the ordinary expenses 
of the Government, and if the gentleman from 
New Jersey can delay it by a proposition to carry 
through his favorite measure, why every member 
of the Senate, who has a favorite measure, can, 
with equal justice, tack it to an important appro- 
priation bill, and place members under the neces- 
sity of defeating that bill if they vote against it. 
He should unhesitatingly vote against this amend- 
ment, which was highly improper for this bill. 
He admitted that his amendment was not suited 


to the bill, but he thought it very proper for the | 


amendment of the Senator from New Jersey. 

Mr. WALL snid that he could not, with his 
views of the duty he owed to himself and his 
constiments, consent to withdraw his amend- 
ment. He protested, however, against his being 
held responsible for the wide range the debate 
had taken. 

Mr. DAVIS addressed the Senate at length in 


reply to the remarks of Mr. Srrance, on Mon- 


day last. 
After some further debate, in which Messrs. 
rome ane STRANGE, and BROWN partici- 
ted, 
Perhe question was taken on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Wat, and there were—yeas 12, 
nays 20; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Buchanan, Davis, Hubbard, Knight, 


Pieree, Prentiss, Ruggies, Smith of Connecticut, Swift, | Apams.] 


facts, and of all facts. 


Wail. and Williams ot Maine—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Clayton, Crittenden, Fulton, King, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Rives, Robinson, Strange, 
Tiptun, Waiker, Wright, and Young—20. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The bill was then read the third time, and 
passed. 


The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. || Mr. BELL inquired if it was proposed by th 


1 


Famar, December 21, 1838. 


Mr. CUSHING moved to amend the Journal 
as follows. Insert therein the following words: 


Mr. Cusaine presented a petition from Joseph Young | 
and others, of Salisbury, in the State of Massachusetts ; | 
which was laid on the table under the resolution of the | 
House of the 12th of December last ; and on presenting the | 
same, Mr. Cusine protested that, in submitting to the ap- 

ication of said rule to this petition, he yielded not to right | 

ut to power, conceiving said resolution not to be constitu- | 


- . : . x | 
tional, and therefore in itself purely null and void; which || 
protest he moved to be entered on the Journal, but which || 


Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if this motion | 
should be rejected, whether the subject-matter, or | 
rather the gentleman’s protest, would not still go 
on the Journal? and he would further inquire if | 
there was no way of avoiding it? for this thing | 


was constantly growing upon them, and should 
be 


motion the Speaker decided to be out of order. 


he SPEAKER replied that the whole would | 
go on the Journal of this day’s proceedings. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE remarked that these mo- | 
tions were a pretext, a mere device. A gentle- 


House, or the decision of the Speaker of the | 
House, can, at this rate, come the next morning | 
and enter on the Journal that which the House | 
refused to have entered. He hoped, therefore, | 


the HKlouse would refuse to entertain the proposi- | 


tion. 

Mr. CUSHING begged leave to suggest that 
this was no more a pretext or device than any 
other motion, and the House frequently enter- | 
tained such motions, and he had made it accord- 
ing to the established rules of the House, whether 
they were erroneous in practice or not. 


Mr. HOWARD concurred entirely with the || Wiiliams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word, Worth- 


gentleman from Virginia, that, if this motion was |, ington, Yell, and Yorke—174. 
entered upon the Journal of to-day, so that it | 


appeared on the Journal of to-morrow, the de- | the negative. 


cision of the House would be thereby overruled: 


He hoped to-morrow the gentleman would move ‘| Jowing resolution; which lies over one day under 
to strike it from the Journal, for it ought not to || 
be placed there; for the House would perceive | 


that if any member moved to amend the Journal | 


by inserting his protest, however that motion 


might be decided, the protest would still go on | 
the Journal only one day after the original re- | 
quest by this motion to correct the record, and 
| next they would be called upon to enter speeches || 


upon it. 

Mr. ADAMS apprehended something more 
was necessary for the gentlemen than merely a 
motion to strike, because, as that motion must 


necessarily go on the Journal, so would the mo- 
tion proposed to be struck out; for the Journal | fere with the motion in relation to the late defal- 


| 
ut a stop to. | 


1) 
|| with an opportunity of reporting four imporant 
'| bills from the Committee of Ways and Means. 
|| He stated further, that he had no wish to inter- 


| 


' gentleman from Massachusetts to enter his pro. 
| test on the Journal. 

The SPEAKER said it was. 

Mr. EVANS inquired if the gentleman yester. 
day, on making his motion, had sent his protes 
| to the Chair? 
| The SPEAKER replied that he did not. 
| ‘The question was then taken; and decided jn 
| the negative—yeas 14, nays 174; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Borden, William B. Calhoun 
Cushing, Davies, Richard Fletcher, Giddings, Hastings’ 
Lincoln, Calvary Morris, Potts, Robiuson, Saitonstali, and 
| ‘Lillinghast—14. 

NAYS__ Messrs. John W. Alien, Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Bell, Bickne), 
| Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, 
| Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Jolin Calhoon, Cambrelen 

| William B. Campbell, Joon Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chan, 
| bers, Chaney, Clark, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Connor 
| Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Crockett, Cush’ 
| man, Darlington, Dawson, De Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan 

Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Farrington, Isaac 
| Fletcher, Fillmore, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Giaseock 
| Goode, Grant, Grantland, Graves, Gray, Grenneli, Griffiy’ 
| Haley,Hall, Hammond,4lamer, Harlan, Harrison,Hawkins, 
| Haynes, Henry, Herod, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William 


|| H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jack. 


man who may be displeased with the rules of the || 


son, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, William C. Johnson, 
| Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kennedy, Kling. 
ensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Mar- 


|| vin, Sampson Mason, Martin, Maury, May, Maxwell, Mc. 


Kay, Robert McClellan, Abrahain McClellan, McKennan, 
Menefee, Mercer, Miller, Mitchell, Montgomery, Morgan, 
Matthias Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Naylor, No- 
ble, Noyes, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Pheips, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, John H. 
| Prentiss, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, 
| Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Rives, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, 
| Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, 

Stade, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stuart. Stone, 


j 


|| Stratton, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Taylor, Titus, Toland, 


| Toucey, Towns, ‘Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vandervecr, 


|| Wagener, Weeks. John White, Whittlesey, Lewis Wii- 


| liams, Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. 


So the motion of Mr. Cusuine was decided in 
Mr. MALLORY, on leave, submitted the fol- 


the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
inform this House what measures, if any, had been taken 
| to earry into effect the act of 1836, making an appropriation 
for the selection of sites, and the erection of marine bar- 
racks, at Charleston, Gosport, and Pensacola. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG then rose and said, that 


_as they had got through with all the petitions 
_ yesterday, he hoped the House would indulge him 


is, or ought to be, an entry of all the facts that || cations. 


occurred in their proceedings. This motion was || 


the only remedy the minority had against the 
majority. He hoped this motion would go on 


, the Journal, as it ought to. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE would take issue with the 
gentleman, that these motions ought to go on the 
Journal. The Speaker decided the gentieman’s 

Mr. Cusmine’s] motion to be out of order, the 
ouse acquiesced in it, and Mr. D. would leave 
it to the House to decide if the same motion ought 
to go on the Journal in another mode. Fle was 
aware of the difficulty, that the motion would go 
on the Journal, but it appeared to him that the 
House ought to devise some mode to avoid the 
recurrence of this abuse. By the present prac- 


tice, gentlemen might get up ove day, and give | 
| Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee of 


us a long tirade about what they pleased, all out 
of order, and next day place on the Journal what 
was pronounced out of order the day before. It 
was due to the country and due to their own 
character as a body, that some mode should be 
adopted to obviate this trifling with the House. 
Mr. WISE said, as they were about to enter 
into an argument on expunging, he should go 
with the gentleman from 


if you move to expunge the Journal, adopt the 


| Bentonian practice, where will you find the pen 
| in this House that will draw the black lines round 
it. Mr. W. moved the previous question; which 


was carried. 
Mr. GRANT demanded the yeas and nays; 


' which were ordered. 


| 
| 
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assachusetts, [Mr. | 
he Journal ought to be a record of || 
This he would ask, that | 


Mr. WISE expressed his anxiety to go on with 
his remarks on that subject; but he would not 
| object to the request of the chairman of the Coin- 
| mittee of Ways and Means. 
| Mr. MERCER wished the motion to embrace 
all the committees. 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG so modified it; but 
| Mr. WISE objected; whereupon Mr. C. moved 
a suspension of the rules. 
| 
| 
} 


Mr. CHAMBERS remarked that they had con- 
sumed more time already than would have been 
necessary to report from half the committees, if 
the gentleman from Virginia had not interposed 
his objection. 

The motion prevailed, and the committees were 
called in their order for reports. 


, Elections, to which had been referred the subject 
| of the contested seat of the Delegate from the Ter- 
| ritory of Wisconsin, made a report, accompanied 
by the following resolution: 

Resolved, That J. D. Dory is entitled to a seat in this 
House as a Delegate from Wisconsin Territory, and that 
Joun W. Jones is not entitled to the seat. 

The report having been read, 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved that it be postponed 

to, and made the order of the day for, Thursday 
| next, and printed. - “ 

Mr. BRONSON moved the special order, 
which Mr. B. accepted as a modification; and the 


motion was to. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee 


i 
| 
} 


‘| of Way and Means, reported a bill making ap- 
|| propriations for the current and comtingent ex- 
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nees of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with the Indians. 

Mr. C. also reported a bill making appro- 
riations for the naval service for the year 1839. 
P Mr. C. also reported a bill making appro- 
priauons for the support of the Army for the 

r 1839. 
year. C. also reported a bill more effectually to 
revent frauds in thecollection, keeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public revenue, and to 
punish public defaulters. ; 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Griffith 
Coombe and John P. Ingle, trustees of the brick 
apitol. 
ap a bill for the relief of Thomas Fille- 
brown, je. , i 

Also, a bill for the relief of Philip Marshall, 
and the legal representatives of John Marshail, 
deceased. 

Mr. C. also made adverse reports on the cases 
of Thomas Rogers, executor of Charles Binns, 
deceased, and Archange Lecreix. ‘ 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of Henry Hull, asking compensation for differ- 
ence of exchange and depreciated currency which 
was repaid and advanced by him as consul at 
San Salvador. 





Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on | 


Commerce, reported the following resolution; 
which was concurred in: 


Resolved, That the House bill No. 96, being a bill for the | 


reorganization of the Treasury Department, and the bill 
No. 472, being the bill to define the number, compensation, 


and duties of officers of the customs, be reprinted, and laid’ 


on the table of the House ; aud that the chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce give notice to the House that he 
will, on Wednesday next, ask it to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union to consider said 
bills. 


Mr. CASEY, when the Committee on Public 


Lands was called, rose and stated that he under- | 


stood from the Commissioner of the General 


| Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs of P. | 


Thornton. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, from the same com- 
mittee, reported the following: 

A bill to authorize the payment of seven years’ 
half pay on account of the revolutionary services 
of Francis Eppes, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain James Pervis, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Dr. Charles Taylor, deceased. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported thé following: 

A bill for the relief of Solomon Prewett; 

A bill for the relief of John England; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Baugh; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and 
others; and 

A bill for the relief of Oliver Peck. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same 


| committee, reported the following: 


Land Office, that, in order to a right understand- | 


ing of that document, it was necessary that the 


annual report, should be printed with it; and Mr. 


C. now made a motion to that effect; which was | 


reed to. 


Mr. EWING then submitted a similar motion | 


inrelation to a map accompanying the President’s 
message of yesterday on the subject of the Wa- 
bash and Erie canal; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported the following: 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives _ 


of John Barnes, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Nathan Lamme, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Tarpley White; : 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Thomas Cooke, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of James Burton, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Roger Stayner, a cap- 
tain in the army of the Revolution; 


half pay on account of the revolutionary services 
of Edward Wade; 


_ A bill to authorize the same on account of sim- 
ilar services of William Gregory; and 


James Conway. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the same commit- 


tee, reported a bill for the relief of Levi Chad- | 


wick, 


On motion of Mr. LEADBETTER, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
to-morrow. 


_ Mr. UNDERWOOD also reported the follow- 


ing: 


of Colonel Francis Vigo; 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


_ A bill to authorize the issuing of land warrants 
1D Certain cases; and : 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lathrop Allen, deceased. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same commit- 
‘ee, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Thomas Wishart. 


A bill granting a pension to Susanna Roe;and | 


A bill restoring the name of John Davis to the 
pension list. 

Mr. SIBLEY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting a pension to Elizabeth 
Durant. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of the widow of Captain James Hunter. 

Also, @# bill for the relief of Fielding Pratt. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill giving the assent of 
Congress to the supplementary act of the General 
Assembly of the State of Virginia, incorporating 
the Falmouth and Alexandria Railroad Company, 
and moved its engrossment. 
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matter appeared in the eyes of some gentlemen, 
let but an effort be made to amend the bill so as 
to deprive the company of the power of charging 
more than a fair price for carrying the mail, and 
these very gentlemen will immediately raise ea 
boisterous hue and ery about their corporate 
rights, 
to the extortion of railroad companies. 


Mr. P, reiterated his statement in relation 


After a few further remarks from Mr. JOHN- 


SON, of Maryland, the motion to commit was 
disagreed to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 


Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Pub- 


lie Buildings and Grounds, reported a joint reso- 
lution authorizing an examination and payment 
of the claims of the workmen upon the public 
buildings; which was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading to-morrow. 


SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 
Mr. WISE then asked leave to proceed with 


his remarks on the subject of Samuel Swart- 
wout’s defalcation. 


Mr. PETRIKIN objected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped there would be no 
objection. 

Mr. PETRIKIN persisting, 

Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the rules; 


_ which prevailed. 


The question was on the following resolution, 


_ moved some days since by Mr. Camprecene: 


Resolved, Thatso much of the communication of the Pres- 
ident of the United States of the 8th of December, 1838, as 
relates to the default of Samuel Swariwout, be referred to 
aselect committee ; and that se much as relates to the adop 
tion of further measures for increasing the public security 


| against similar defalcations be referred to the Committee 
| of Ways and Means. 


Mr. PETRIKIN moved its commitment to a | 


Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MERCER insisted that that would defeat 
the bill, which did not require commitment, and 
had already twice passed the House. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said it had become a matter 
of some consequence to the country to know how 


it, it | these charters were framed, and particularly to 
maps, plans, and diagrams, accompanying his | 


provide some stipulation to compel this company 
to carry the A | of the United States at a fair 
rate of compensation. These companies, by their 
extortion, were now going on to absorb the whole 


|revenue of the Post Office Department ; and 
| wherever Congress had the power, whenever these 
| companies came here to ask for favors, he wished 


' over all other claimants. 


to compel them to take a fair price for their ser- 
vices. Moreover, he was at a loss to see why 
these companies should always have precedence 
He must insist on his 


| motion. 


' those laws of 


rvic || of the privileges granted to this company, but the | 
A similar bill on account of the services of | 


| 
i 


| 
i 
| 
| 
i 
i 


{ 
| 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, remarked that 


if the gentleman had amendments to offer, he | 


could do it now. 

Mr. HAYNES said that there were some ver 
important provisions contained in this bill. 
reference was made in it to different acts of the 


|| Virginia Legislature, and how, without further 


examination, could they know what those acts 
were? 


Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, requested his 


colleague to give way to allow him to lay on the 


| table an amendment he designed to offer as soon 


as he could obtain the floor. 
Mr. WISE giving way, 
Mr. GARLAND sent to the table the follow- 


| ing amendment, giving notice he would offer it 
| hereafter: 


Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as 


| relates to the defaication of Samuct Swartwout, late col 





Besides, there were many less important |. 
! | bills than this sent to the Committee of the Whole. | 
A bill to authorize the payment of seven years’ | 


| 


He was told this bill had passed this House sev- | 
eral times, but that made no difference with him; | 


all he could say was, that he knew nothing of 
irginia, or the extent and nature 


reasons were strong enough with him to induce 
him to vote for the commitment of the bill. 
Mr. MERCER would inform the gentleman 


» Georgia for the 


from Georgia that this bill had not only passed | 
the House before, after a full discussion, but the | 


gentleman himself was here at the time. He 


could assure him that when the bill came up to- | 
morrow, he would cheerfully listen to the gentle- | 


man’s argument. The object of his present mo- 


s |, tion was simply to put the bill in such a position 
A bill for the relief of the iegal representatives |) 


as to secure action upon it this session. 
Mr. TILLINGHAST could assure the gentle- 


0 ‘man from Pennsylvania that the bill had under- | 
of Lieutenant Colonel William Fountain, de- | 


gone the fullest examination in the committee 
reporting it, and the fullest discussion on its pre- 
vious passage. 

Mr. POPE saw no necessity for committing 
this bill, for all it proposed was to give the com- 
pany leave to construct their road through a few 
miles of this District. It took no money out of 


|| the Treasury, nor granted any extra privileges. 
' Mr. PETRIKIN replied, that small as this: 


lector at New York, be referred to a select committee of 
nine members, to be chosen by ballot; and that said com- 
mittee do further inquire into the alleged detaleation of 
Wiliam M. Price, late district attorney of the same city ; 
and into any other defaications or abuses in reference to 
the collection, safe- keeping, and disbursement of the public 
money. 

That said committee have power to send for persons and 
papers ; that they report all facts connected with such de 
falcation, which they may deem pertinent; and what tur- 
ther legislation, if auy, may be necessary to prevent the 
same in future. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said he would accept 
this as a modification, except that part of it which 
related to the mode of choosing the committee. 

Mr: WISE then proceeded with his remarks, 
going into a general review of the proceedings on 
the former select committee of investigation, of 


'\|\which he was chairman; and went on to show 


that every allegation he had made against the 
abuses and corruptions of this Administration 
had been sustained. He concluded his remarks 
about half past eight o’clock, when 

Mr. CUSHMAN obtained the floor; and, on 
his motion, the House adjourned. 





SCLECT COMMITTEES. 


Select Commitiee on the memorial of the State of 
ayment ef a certificate of revolu- 
tionary debt. — Messrs. Dawson, Potter, Ar- 
cries, Hunter of Virginja, and Sournearte. 

On the memorial of the heirs of J. Rumsey.— 
Messrs. Unpzrwoop, Hawes, Lewis, Jenirer, 
Hout, Mitrer, and Boon. 

On the tobacco trade. — Messrs. Jenirer, Couns, 
Suie_ps, Howarp, Harrison, Serceant, Leap- 


| petrer, Unperwoop, and Jonnson, of Louis- 
| jana. 


ii 


‘ 


i} 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpar, December 22, 1838. 


The PRESIDENT communicated a report 
fromthe Treasury Department, in compliance with 
the provisions of the act of March 2, 1931, for the 


relief of sundry insolvent debtors of the United 


States; which was laid on the table, and ordered 


|, to be printed. 


He also communicated a report from the Com- 
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missioner of the General Land Office, in compli- i Mr. WRIGHT moved that the Senate concur 

ance with a resolution of the Senate, relative to || in the resolution, and that the President appoint 
the quantity of unsold lands; which was referred | the committee on the part of the Senate. 

to the Committee on Public Lands. _ ‘The motion having been agreed to, Messrs. 

: as Ba : 

PETITIONS, ETC. Wituiams, of Mississippi, and Foster, were ap 


pointed. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of CXECUTIVE SESSION. 
William Hunt, James F. Otis, Erastus Brooks, 
William Elwyn Moore, E. Kingman, and Wil- | On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, the Senate pro- 
liam H. Witman, stating that they are severally | ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
reporters of congressional proceedings for the | after which, J 
Baltimore American, New York Express, Ohio The Senate adjourned to Wednesday next. 
Statesman, Georgia Journal, Southern Patriot, Aititisabnisaciticitiaans 
Charleston Courier, Mobile Register, Lancaster 
Intelligencer, and that by the rule of the Senate 
they are deprived of the opportunity and privilege | 
of obtaining information of congressional proceed- 
ings for their respective papers; that the provis- 
ion of the Senate exclusively furnishing the facil- 
ities they ask to city reporters, does not furnish 
the people of the country with full reports of what 
takes place until several days after the date of 
such transactions, whereas it is the duty and pur- 
pose of the abovenamed reporters to transmit such 
intelligence by each day’s mail; and praying that 
the Senate may assign them such seats on the 
floor, or in the galleries, as may enable them to 
discharge their duties to those whose agents they 
are. The memorial was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Contingent Fund. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, December 22, 1838. 
The first business in order was the motion of 


consider and report thereon. 


| the affirmative without a division. 


| question recurred on the instructions. 


only child of Lieutenant Nathaniel Fanning; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

He also presented the memorial of Chauncey 
Hall, praying the patronage of Congress for a 
valuable discovery; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents, 


tion from the chairman thereof, [Mr. Howarp,]} 


nothing more would be heard of them. Mr. A. 


disposed of by the House 
The SPEAKER called to order. 





the grand jury of the district court heid at Colaum- 
bia, South Carolina, complaining of the low com- 
pensation made to this district attorney, the ju- 
rors, and witnesses attending said court; which 
was referred to the Commitice on the Judiciary. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


sroceed — 


corporated companies engaged in the construction miited to answer him. 
of roads and canals the right of way through the 
public lands of the United States. 


tice given, introduced a bill for the relief of J. and ; : ‘ . 
W. Beeson and others; which was read twice, and himself to the question before the House. 
referred. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, gave notice | jf not, we had better bura them. 
that he would to-morrow introduce a bill to ex- 
plain and amend the act for the appointment of || have leave to proceed; on which motion 
commissioners to adjust tides to lands under the 
14th article of the treaty of 1830, with the Choctaw | which were ordered. 
Indians. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, gave notice that he | man have leave to proceed in order. 
would to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the relinquishment of the 16th sections liamentary form. 
granted for the use of schools, and the location of 
other lands in lieu thereof. _ | the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 47; as follows: 

Mr. ROBINSON gave notice that he would to- 


a land office at Peoria, in Llinois. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 


the payment of Pensions at Ladianapolis, Ludiana. 


adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate such information as may be in 
his possession, in reference to the defense of the frontier of 
the State of Maine, and the number of troops now employed || 
within the State, and the posts at which they are siationed 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE. ee ee 


mittee on Enrolled Bills, and that Messrs. Yext Kein, James M. Mason, Martin, MeKay, Abraham McClel- 
and Noyes had been appointed as the committee lan, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 


_ THEE) CONGREEROMME GLOBE. 


| Mr. Apams to refer a petition presented by him || 
| a day or two since, praying the establishment of | 
international relations with Hayti, to the Com- | 
-mittee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions to 


Mr. Dromcoote, on the same occasion, having | 
called for a division of the question, it was now || 
taken on the mouon of reference, and decided in 


The petition having been thus referred, the 


Mr. ADAMS reiterated what he had before 


p -QINRN’ . stated as a reason for moving thus to ingtr 
The PRESIDENT presented amemorial ofthe — , a eee for moving thus to ingruct the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, viz: the declara- 


that if these petitions were sent to that committee, 


contended that this was a case peculiarly demand- 
ing the serious consideration of that committee; 
and as he was proceeding to discuss the subject 


Mr. CALHOUN presented the presentment of of abolition petitions, and the manner they were 


Mr. ADAMS was again proceeding in the 
same strain, when he was again called to order 
by the Chair. As Mr, A. was again about to 


Mr.-BYNUM said if the gentleman was thus 
Mr. KING, on leave, and in pursuance of notice suffered to go on, he hoped some gentleman of the 
given, introduced a bill to grant to States and in- | Slaveholding portion of the House would be per- 


Mr. ADAMS. I hope so, sir. After a pause: 
only open your mouths, gentlemen; that is all I 


Mr. LYON, on leave, and in pursuance of no-  *®Sk, and you may answeras much as you please, 
Phe SPEAKER. The gentleman will confine 


Mr. BYNUM. 1 object to the gentleman’s 
proceeding, unless by special leave of the House. 
If we have rules, we may as well abide by them; 


Mr. BRIGGS. then moved that the gentleman 
Mr. HOPKINS called for the yeas and nays; | 
Mr. BRIGGS. My motion is, that the gentle- 
The SPEAKER. Ofcourse. That is the par- 
The question was then taken, and decided in 


‘ , YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allan. Anderson, Andrews, Bird- | 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to establish | salt, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Buchanan, William | 
bh. Calhoun, Casey, Chambers, Childs, Clark, Cleveland, 
Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, 
Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Isaac | 
Si ll tn : . Fletcher, Fillmore, Fry, James Garland, Rice Gariand, | 
Mr. TIPTON offered the following resolution; Giddings, Glascock, Goode, James Graham, William Gra- 
_ ham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Grennell, Haley, Harlan, 
Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Thomas 
B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, William C. Johnson, Nathaniel 
to inquire tite the expediency of establishing an ageucy for Jones. Kennedy, Lincola, Loomis, Marvin, Sampson Ma- 
son, Maury. May, Maxwell, pete oe McKennan, 
, . . Meunefee, Mercer, Mitehell, Matthias Morris, Calvary Mor- || 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, submitted the fol- ris. Naylor, Noves, Parmenter, Peck, Pickens, pans, Ser- || 
lowing resolution; which was considered and — geant 3. Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridg- 
way, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, | 
Sawyer, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, 
Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanley, Stuart, Stone, 
Stratton, Taliaterro, ‘Taylor, Tillinghast, Toland, Under- || 
, wood, Vanderveer, Albert S. White, John White, Whit- 
tlesey, Lewis Wilhams, Sherrard Williams, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Josept) L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, 


NAYS—Messes. Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bick- 
A message was received from the House of nell, Boon, Bynum, John Calhoon, John Campbell, Chap- 


~prese ie : man, Coles, Conner, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Dunean, 
Representatives, stating that the House had passed | parrington, Gritiin, Hamer, Harrison, Haynes, Hopkins, | 





December 22, 


'| Mr. ADAMS, when his name was called, said 


| he desired to be excused from voting, and his 

name was passed over. y 

So the leave asked was eranted. 

| Mr. ADAMS then went onto contend that tho 

Committee on Foreign Affairs were bound eithvr 
| to report on the merits of the petitions sent to 
| them, or to assign the reasons why they did not 
| deem it expedient to report one way or the other. 
| It was a novel pretension set up by that commit. 
i 
| 
; 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
' 
| 
| 


} 
| 
i 


tee, that they were not obliged to consider, re. 
port, or even look into petitions and resolutions 
| of State Legislatures, nor to account to the House 


by the committee, and notrespectful to the House, 
which committed such subjects to them, because 
they thereby deprived the House of the oppor- 
tunity of considering them itself. He designated 
this course of conduct as one cf the devices to 
abridge and suppress the right of petition. [r 
was for this reason he had moved the instructions, 
so as to compel th@t committee to report on the 
petition, or their reasons for not reporting. He 
did not presume that he should be replied to, as 
he had no doubt the previous question would be 
sprung; but, if any response was made, he sup- 
posed it would be as to the motives of the peti- 
tioners. This, however, was an assumption of 
'inference on the part of thé House, which, if 
carried out, would go to destroy the right of pe- 
tition altogether, except so far as it pleased the 
| will of the majority. This was an assumption 
_ of arbitrary power of the most detestable char- 
acter. 

Mr. A. then adverted to the question of abo- 
lition, and in the course of his remarks he said 
that the great men of the Revolution were Abo- 
litionists, George Washington among them; and 
if any man dared to deny that he was, he would 
prove it. 

The SPEAKER called to order. 

Mr. WISE. I deny it thoroughly. 

Mr. ADAMS. I thank the gentleman for his 
denial. I will prove it. By his last will and tes- 
tament, George Washington emancipated all his 
| slaves. 

Mr. WISE. Because he had no children. 
The SPEAKER again interposed, and said this 
| discussion was entirely out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS. Then, I take the position that 
George Washington was an Abolitionist, in the 
| most extensive sense of the term 

The SPEAKER again interposed. 
Mr. ADAMS. Does the gentleman deny that 
, Thomas Jefferson was an Abolitionist? 

The SPEAKER here interposed; but 

Mr. WISE answered—Yes, I do. 

Mr. ADAMS proceeded, by saying thatevery 
man in the country had a perfect right to be an 
Abolitionist, for he disobeyed no law thereby. 

The SPEAKER admonished Mr. A. again that 
he was entirely out of order in this mode of dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. ADAMS then proceeded to reply to the 
remarks of Mr. Legare made some days ago on 
| the power of the House to reject petitions. 

Mr. BOULDIN said, as his vote on this occa- 
sion would be different, both in regard to the party 
with whom he generally acted, and had no rea- 
son to doubt with whom he should continue to 
act, and also in regard to the section of country 
in which he lived, from what might be expected 
| of him, and more especially as some of his former 
| votes upon the subject of these petitions had dif- 
fered upon different occasions, at least so they 
_ would apparently seem, though he had always 
| voted to the best of his judgment, and with a view 
_ to the peace and harmony of the country, he 
| begged Jeave now to state one or two reasons 
| why he should vote for the reference of this pe- 
tition. 

The SPEAKER reminded Mr. B. that the pe- 
'; tition had already been referred. 

Mr. BOULDIN wes more anxious about the 
reference; but still, he was anxious about the 1n- 
structions. At a very early period in this con- 
troversy, some two or three years ago, he then 
expressed his willingness to give some answer, 


} 

{ 

ii 

|| why they refused to perform the duty intrusted 
|| tothem. It wasan arbitrary assumption of power 
! 





but he was told by some of his friends that it 


a joint resolution forthe appointment of aCom- | Robert M. 'T. Hunter, Joseph Johnson, John W. Jones, || one way or the other, to these abolition papers; 
' 
| 
| 


on their part; in which they ask the concurrence 


of the Senate; whereupon, \ ster—47. 


Noble, Parker, Parns, Paynter, Petrikin. John H. Prentiss, | 
Sheplor, Swearmgen, ‘Titus, Turney, Wagener, and Web- | 


| would operate as a firebrand, and increase the 
number of the Abolitionists. He yielded to the 
| Suggestion, and voted accordingly from time to 


the 
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time, though at different times he had given votes 
somewhat different, obeying therein the dictates 
of his own judgment. 

The SPEAKERremarked that that subject was 
not now under consideration, 

Mr. BOULDIN said if the Chair would give 
him only about one tenth the latitude allowed to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, he could get 
out all he wanted. 





The SPEAKER said that remarks made out of | 


order could not be replied to in order. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts had been arrested in 
his remarks whenever they transgressed the 
proper limit. : 

Mr. BOULDIN. Ifthe Chair succeeds no bet- 
ter with me than with the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts—— 


The SPEAKER. The subject of abolition is | 


not in order. 

Mr. BOULDIN. I was going on to explain 
why it was that I meant to vote for the gentle- 
man’s motion, and to give reasons that are satis- 
factory to myself; and at the same time I wish 


to satisfy those to whom I address them that | 


they are good reasons, 
do this, | am not willing to insist upon proceed- 
ing outof order. [ will ask the Chair if I am not 
at liberty to state that the reason why I will vote 
for the gentleman’s proposition is, that the ref- 
erence of the petition and its consideration will 
be the means of contributing to peace, happiness, 
and security, while the refusal to do so will pro- 
duce confusion and civil discord? 
reasons in order or not? 

The SPEAKER stated the question was on the 
instructions, and not on the referefice. 

Mr. BOULDIN understood that perfectly well, 
and he also understood why he meant to vote for 


If lL am not at liberty to | 


Are these | 


them. The reason was, that the considering of | 


the subject by the committee, and answering it 





| extent that neither love nor interest can hold them 


together. 

Mr. BYNUM then took the floor, and pro- 
ceeded to reply with great earnestness to the re- 
marke of Mr. Apams, and, in the course of it, 
being called to order by the Chair, 

Mf. STANLY insisted that hiscolleague should 
not proceed without leave of the House. 

Mr. TURNEY thereupon moved that the gen- 
tleman have leave, and it was granted without a 
division. 

Mr. BYNUM concluded his remarks in oppo- 
sition to the proposed instructions. 

Mr. THOMPSON deprecated all discussion on 
this subject as derogatory to the South. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the previous ques- 
tion, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, moved 
to lay the motion for instructions on the table, 
and called for the yeas and nays; which, being 
ordered, were—yeas 110, nays 46; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Brongon, 
Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreieng, Wiiliam B. Campbell, 
John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chap- 
man, Cleveland, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crarv, Crockett, 
Cushman, Dawson, De Graff, Duncan, Ewing, Fry, Gallup, 
Rice Garland, Glascock, James Graham, Grautiand, Grant, 


Graves, Gritfin, Hammond. Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, 
Hawes, Herod, William H. Hunter, Robert M. 'T’. Hunter, 


Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Jo- | 


| seph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Jolin W. Jones, Kemble, 


Kennedy. Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lyon, James M. 


| Mason, Martin, Maury, MeKay, Robert MeCleilan, Abra- 


ham McClellan, Menefee, Mercer, Miller, Morgan, Murray, 
Noble, Parker, Parris, Petrikin, Pickens, Piuiner, Pope, 


| Pratt, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Rencher, Rumsey, Sheffer, Au- 


one way or the other, would give more peace, || 


happiness, and security to the country; while the 
refusal to answer would produce opposite results. 
That was his principal reason; and he wished to 
show why it was, also, that, at this time, he 
would give that vote, while at another time he 
had given an apparently different vote. 

Mr. B. would ask, why not give these instruc- 
tions to that committee? Had not referring be- 
fore, and reporting, had a good effect? Had it 
not produced peace and harmony almost through- 
out the country? Had the refusal to do so done 
this? Had it diminished the applications here? 
On the contrary, had it not increased them? He 
would refer this paper and the instructions, be- 
cause the refusal to refer, and the refusal to re- 


port, in his judgment—he would not impugn the | 


motives or judgments of others—had produced 
no other effect than he had described. 


for referring it, and for requiring an answer, | 


because he was of opinion that the refusal to 


He was || 


gustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Shepior, 
Southgate, Spencer, Stanly. Stone, Swearingen, Tahiaterro, 
Taylor, Thompson, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, John White. Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrard Williams, Joseph L.Williams, Wise, Word, 
and Yell—110. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allan, John W. Allen, 


Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Childs, Clark, 
Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, 
Dunn, Everett, Richard Fietcher, Fillmore, Giddings, Wil- 


|| liam Graham, Grennell, Hastings, Henry, Lincoin, Marvin, 


Sampson Mason, McKennan, Naylor, Noyes, Peck, Potts, 
Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, Tillinghast, Toland, Albert 8. 
White, and Yorke—4b. 


So the motion was laid on the table. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. HOPKINS asked leave to submit a mo- 
tion, that when the House adjourns it adjourn to 
meet on Wednesday. 
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IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, December 26, 1838. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabaima, presented thie petition 
of Simeon Geeron, praying confirmation of his 
claim to a tract of land under a grant from the 
State of Georgia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of John 
Cummings, for remuneration for extra services; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. H. also presented some additional papers 
in relation to the claim of Loomis and Gay; which 
were ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Lyon 
and Howard, contractors for building a steam 
dredging machine on Lake Champlain, praying 
compensation for extra services; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of Robert 
Townsend, a citizen of New York, praying for 
a repeal of the duty on the importation of coal; 
which was referred to the Committee on Manu- 


' factures,. 


Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, presented the petition 
of citizens of Erie county, Ohio, praying for the 
establishment of a national bank, the stock to be 
owned by the States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of Liew- 
tenant John Burrill, a soldier of the Revolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. FULTON presented certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Arkansas, asking 
for the passage of a law to authorize the relin 
quishment of the sixteenth sections of land granted 


| for the use of schools, when unproductive, and 


the location of other lands in lieu thereof; whieh 
were referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. F. also presented other resolutions of the 
Legislature of the State of Arkansas, asking for 
the passage of a law to authorize those who had 
made improvements on seminary lands to float 
their preémption rights; which were referred to 


the Committee on Public Lands. 


_ [Cries of ‘Agreed !’’ “Agreed !’’ with a few || 
| Noes!?’} 


Mr. H., on the objection being made, moved a 
suspension of the rules, stating, that as the other 


k i ; ! ' 
wannnef Congmannen adjouansed over Christeune |, the corporation of the city of Mobile for certain 


| day, he saw no reason why the House should 


answer would produce. the effect of misrepresent- |, 


ing the South, that she would not let the North 
be heard, ; 


The SPEAKER again arrested Mr. B. for wan- | 


dering from the point. 


not do so. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, called for the 
yéas and nays, but they were refused; and the 
rules were suspended—ayes 130, noes 38. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, demanded the 


| yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were— 


Mr. BOULDIN did not mean to be out of | 
order, and, with due deference to the Chair¢he | 


was at a loss to perceive that he was. 

The SPEAKER ruled otherwise. 

Mr. BOULDIN would submit, then; but still 
he was satisfied that he had a right to present 
such reasons as would induce him to vote for the 


yeas 100, nays 69. 
So the resolution was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


/ munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 


gentleman’s proposition, whether they were so to || 


the Speaker or not. If, however, he might be 
rmitted to finish the sentence he commenced, 


e would sit down, It is this: That by these in- | 


ferences, drawn from this course, northern people 
are made to believe that southern people wish to 
stop their mouths, and this he did not hold to be 
true. And, by the same inferences, southern 
people are made to believe that northern people 
are preparing to take up armsand march in battle 
array to emancipate their slaves, and neither did 
he believe this. He hated this entanglement about 
rules, special technicalities as they might be 


inclosing the annual report, in compliance with || 
the 18th section of an act of Congress, entitled an | 


act for the relief of certain insolvent debtors of 
the United States; which was, on motion, ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. KENNEDY asked leave of the House to 
submit a resolution, giving the use of the Hall of 


Representatives to the American Sunday School | 


Umion, on Tuesday evening next, at half past 
seven o’clock. 

Objection being made to its reception, 

Mr. KENNEDY moved for a suspension of 
the rules to enable him to effect it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the House ad- 


| journ; which was decided in the negative. 


termed; and if we were to go to war, let us, said | 


he, go to it about something tangible, and not 
about constructions of the rule of the House. Let 
us, at least, know what we are going to be set by 
the ears about. He would only add, in conclu- 
Sion, that, by such misrepresentations and mis- 
chief-making as he had referred to, the North and 
the South may be made to hate each other to that 


The question was then taken on the suspension 
of the rules, and decided in the negative. 





Mr. GRAVES, on leave, presented the _peti- | 


tion of Commodore Barney; 
tion, was referred to the 
Pensions. 

Mr. PARRIS asked leave of the House to pre- 
sent a certain petition; before taking the question, 
however, 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House, ad- 
journed. 


ommittee on Invalid 


which, on his mo- | 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr: LINN gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill authorizing 
payment of certain Missouri volunteers for ser 
vices rendered in 1829 and 1836. 

Mr. KING gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to reimburse 


advances made in equipping a volunteer company 
which served in the Creek war. 

Mr. STRANGE gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the relicf 
of William McKeever. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. TIPTON, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill authorizing Peter 
Warner, of Indiana, to purchese a certain half 
section of land; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, on leave, and in pur- 


| suance of notice given, introduced a bill for the 


relief of certain settlers on the public lands, who 


| are deprived of the benefits of the act granting 


preémption rights; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also, on leave, and in pursuance of notice 
given, introduced a bill authorizing the relinquish - 
ment of the sixteenth section of land granted for 


the use of schools, and the location of other lands 
in lieu thereof; which was read twice, and re- 
' ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office aud Post Roads, to which the subject 
had been referred, reported, without amendment, 
oe bill for the relief of Jabez L. White and Asa 
White. 


He also, from the same committee, reported, 


| without amendment, the bill for the retief of cer- 


tain persons therein named, and the bili for the 
relief of the Nantucket Steamboat Company. 
Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Pat- 


. ents, asked that leave.be granted to Charles Kel- 
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lerand Henry L. Stone to withdraw their petition 
aud papers; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of the 
clerks in the Second Auditor’s office, reported a 
bill for their benefit; which was read, or ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred the bill to prevent 
the interference of certain Federal officers in elec- 
tions, asked that it might be printed; which was 
agreed to. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The following resolutions were submitted and 
adopted: 

By Mr. LINN: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed | 


to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to improve the harbor of St. Louis, Missouri. 

Also resolved, That the Secretary of War send to the 
Senate the report (if any has been made) of the engineer 
who had the superintendence of the public works under- 
taken for the purpose of improving the above harbor. 


Also resolved, That so much of the different reports of 


the commissioners appointed under the acts of July, 1832 
and 1833, for the final adjustinent of private land claims in 


be referred to the Committee on Private Laud Claims. 

Also resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation to improve the navigation of the Missouri river, 
from its mouth to Fort Leavenworth. 


Also resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- | 


structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing ma- 


rine hospitals on the Mississippi and Ohio rivers ; and also || 


on the northern lakes ; and that the report of the Secretary 


of the Treasury, and documents accompanying the same, | 


be referred to said committee. 


By Mr. STRANGE: 





Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the prepriety of 
affording relief to the securities of William B. Ferguson, 
and report ty bill or otherwise. 


By Mr. FOSTER: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 


| the two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her | 
| admission into the Union, for the purpose of 


making a road or roads leading to said State, was || 9. Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates 


into the propriety of raising the salary allowed by law to the \| 


district judge of East and West Tennessee. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
continuation of the Cumberland road was post- 
poned until Wednesday next. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 
The bill for the reduction and graduation of 


the price of public lands came up as the order of || 


the day; when, 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, hoped that, on ac- 
count of the thinness of attendance on the part 
of the members of the Senate, the consideration 
of the bill would not be urged at the present time. 


It would be recollected that, at his instance, this | 


subject had been postponed when it was first 
brought up until the succeeding Monday; he had 
prepared himself to discuss the subject at that 
time; but in the interim, the whole subject, with 
the concurrence of the friends of the bill, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


If this bill | 


is to be passed, he hoped it would be passed after | 


a full consideration by a full Senate. 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said that he hoped | 


the Senator would not consent to postpone it to a 
day so distant. 
as reported by the Committee on Public Lands, 
was the identical bill upon which the Senator from 


This bill, with the amendments | 


Kentucky and others who agreed with him were | 


heard in opposition to itonly four or five months 
ago. He was not disposed unnecessarily to urge 
the passage of the bill now; but it would be rec- 
ollected that the debate on it occupied several 
days, and they had as yet heard no promise that 
any new views would be offered on the subject, 
or of any new occurrences that would affect it. 
It was first postponed at the request of the Sen- 


ator from Kentucky until last Monday, and the | 
report of the Committee on Finance, to which he | 
referred, was brought in on the morning of that | 


day, so that there was no occasion to delay the 
bill on that account. He was always willing to 
postpone a bill till there was a full Senate, and he 
would consent to the postponement now if the 
Senator would fix on some day not so distant as 
the one he had named; and 4 would propose 
that, instead of this day week, the postponement 
be made to Monday next. 


| heved from the commencement of the Government 
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Mr. BENTON said that the time this bill had 
been delayed had given him an opportunity of 
visiting the General Land Office, to ascertain how 
the graduation principle worked in the Chicka- | 
saw nation, where the principle was in operation, 
and was carried down to six and a quarter cents 
per acre; it was now at fifty cents per acre, about | 
half way down. He learned that it worked ad- | 
mirably well; and he had no doubt it would work 
justas well for white men asitdid for Indians. He 
moved that the papers embodying the informa- 
tion derived from the Land Office should be 
printed; which was agreed to, 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of || 
the United States, by Mr. Martin Van Buren, 
|jr., his Private Secretary, inclosing a communi- | 
cation relative to the fortifications on Pea Patch | 
Island, in the Delaware river; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Mititary Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The following bills were severally read the 
second time, considered as in Committee of the 


|| Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
Missouri and Arkansas as have been acted on by Congress, | 


reading: 


Despatch; 
The bill to reward the captors of the privateer | 


Lydia; | 


The bill for the relief of the sureties of William 
Manning; and 


The bill to refund to the Philadelphia and Bal- | 
timore Railroad Company certain duties paid by | 


ROADS IN ALABAMA. 





_ December 26, 


Calvary Morris Rariden, Ridgway, Robinson, Rums 
| Saltonstall, Shields, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Lewis Wit 
liams, Sherrard Williams, and Christopher H. Williains—gg. 


So the rules were suspended; and, on motion 
of Mr. HAYNES, the House resolved itself into 
' the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Apams in the chair,) and proceeded 
to take up the President’s message. 
Mr. HAYNES then moved the following res. 
| oluuions: 
1. ResqJved, That so much of the President’s message as 
' refers to the political relations of the United States wit) 
foreign nations, be committed to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 
2. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates tp 
|, the commerce of the United States with foreign nations, be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
| 3. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
| the finances, to the collection, safe-keeping, and disburse. 


|, ment of the public revenue, and the punishment of public 


— be committed to the Committee of Ways and 
» Means. 
4. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
' the public lands be referred to the Committee on the Publie 
Lands 
5. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
Indian Affairs, except what concerns the defense of the 
frontiers against Indian hostilities and the protection of the 
Indians against the intrusions of the citizens of the United 


|| States, be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


The bill for the relief of the owners of the brig || 
= || the defense o 


|| the protection of the Indian tribes from the intrusion of cit- 


6. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
f the frontiers against Indian hostilities, and 


izens of the United States; so much thereof as relates to 
the establishment of a manufactory of small-arms west of 
the Alleghany mountains, and to a manutactory of gun- 
powder; together with so much as relates to the report of 
| the Secretary of War, and the public interests intrusted to 
| the War Department, except the subjects embraced in the 
| immediately preceding resolutions, be referred to the Com- 


| 7%. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
| the militia of the United States be referretf to the Commit- 


| 
| 
| 
them on imported railroad iron. | mittee on Military Affairs. 


The bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama 


also taken up, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole; and after a debate, in which it was 
opposed by Mr. NILES, and advocated by 
Messrs.CLAY, of Alabama, WALKER, KING, 
and BENTON, it was postponed until to-mor- | 
row. 

The Senate 
executive business; after which, it adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 26, 1838. 

The SPEAKER communicated a letter from | 
Hon. Joun Farrrieip, a member from the State | 
of Maine, resigning his seat in the present Con- | 
gress; which, on motion of Mr. ANDERSON, was 
laid on the table, and the Speaker directed to 
notify the Executive of Maine of the fact. 


REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. | 
Mr. HAYNES then rose and said, that he be- 


till the last session, the earliest opportunity was 


taken to consider the President’s message, and _ 


the duty having, in a measure, devolved upon | 


him, from having moved the reference, and the | 
unusually long period of three weeks having 

elapsed since the message was received, he felt | 
bound to submit a motion that the House go into 
Committee of the Whole thereon, for the purpose 


Objection being made, 

Mr. H. moved a suspension of the rules, and 
demanded the yeas and nays; which being or- 
dered, were—yeas 112, nays 26; as follows: 


of distributing it. | 
| 
| 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, | 


Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Boon, Borden, Boul- 
din, Briggs, Bronson, Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, John 
Calhoon,Cambreleng,Casey ,Cheatham,Childs,Clark Coles, 
Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, Davee, 


Davies, De Graff, Duncan, Dunn, Everett, Fillmore, Foster, | 


Gallup, James Garland, Glascock, James Grabain, William 
Graham, Grant, Griffin, Haley, Hamer, Harrison, Haynes, 


Henry, Herod, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph 


went into the consideration of |! 


tee on the Militia. 

| 8. Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates 
| to the report of the Secretary of the Navy and the interests 
| intrusted to the Navy Department, be committed to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


|, to the report of the Postmaster General and the condition 


and operations of the Post Office Department, be referred 
| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
10. Resolved, That so much of said message 4s relates to 


|| the District of Columbia, be committed to the Committee 


for the District of Columbia. 

1]. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the establishment of a national foundery for cannon, to be 
common to the service of the Army and Navy of the United 
States, be referred to a select committee, to report by bill 
or otherwise. 

12. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the questions arising out of the mandamus issued by the 
| circuit court of the District of Columbia, at the relation of 
| Stockton and Stokes, against the Postmaster General, be 


|| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


13. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the next census of the United States, be referred to a select 
| committee. 


Mr. BELL complained that the House had 
been taken by surprise by the motion, and he 
hoped the honorable mover would consent to let 
it lie over. 

Mr. HAYNES expressed his surprise that the 
gentleman should be taken by surprise by a mo- 
tion submitted at the end of three weeks which 
ought to have been made on every occasion that 
offered. He could assure the gentleman that he 
had no intention to take anybody by surprise, 
‘and, consistent with the sense of duty he felt 
upon this subject, he could not accede to the gen- 


| tleman’s proposition. 


_ Mr. BELL then proceeded to review the topics 
‘embraced in the message at length. J 

| He was followed by Mr. PRENTISS, of Mis- 
_sissippi, on whose motion the committee rose, 
and reported progress. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
| lowing communication from the President of the 
| United States: 

To the House of Representatives : s 

\| I transmit for your consideration the inclosed communi- 
|) cation accompanying documents trom the Secretary of War 
| relative to the present state of the Pea Patch {sland in the 
| Delaware river, and of the operations going on there forthe 


Johnson, Keim, Lincoln, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, || erection of defenses for that important channel of com- 


After a few remarks from Messrs. CLAY, of | 


Kentucky, and CLAY, of Alabama, the proposi- 
tion of the latter was agreed to; and the bill was 


pasgenes to, and made the order of the day for, | 


fonday next. 


Sampson Mason, Martin, Maury, May, Maxwell, Robert 


McClellan, Abraham MeCleWan, McClure, Miller, Mont- || 


|| merce. 


It will be seen from these documents that a complete stop 


omery, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Parker, 1 has been put to these operatiou< in consequence of the island 


armenter, Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Potts, 


| Pratt, John H. Prentiss, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Randolph, 
|, Reed, Russell, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Sheplor, 


Sibley, Snyder, Stone, Stratton, Swearingen, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Toucey, ‘Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vail, Van- 
derveer, Webster, John White, Whittlesey, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Word, Yell, and Yorke—112. 
NAYS—Messrs. Heman Allan, John W. Allen, William 
B. Campbell,Chambers, Cranston, Crockett, Giddings, Har- 
lan, Harper, Howard, Heary Johnson, Menefee, Mitchell, 


having been taken possession of by the individual claimant, 
'| under the decision in his favor of the United States district 
|| court for the district of New Jersey, and that unless early 
| measures are taken to bring the island again within the 
|| jurisdiction of the Government, great loss and injury will 
'| yesult to the future operations for carrying on the works. 
| The importance of the ae aa seem to render it 
|, worthy of the early atten 

oo . eM. VAN BUREN. 

Wasxinetos, December 26, 1838. 
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Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the message | 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and be printed. ‘ 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 3 

Mr. CAMBRELENG was not particular to 
what committee it be referred; and withdrew his | 

ouon. 

"li was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 

iary. 

Ui ehe SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in compliance with a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, in relation to the claims of 
Richard F’. Barrett to fractional section of land in | 
lilinois; which, 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. HAYNES asked leave to submit a motion 
to have the resolutions presented by him this day 
printed. 

Leave being granted, the resolutions were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CUSHING asked leave to submit a reso- 
jution to grant the use of the Hall of Represent- 
atives, on Friday evening, for the purpose of the 
delivery of an address upon the condition of the 
Oregon Territory. | 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. 

Mr. CUSHING moved that the rules be sus- | 
pended to enable him to offer it. | 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the House adjourn. | 
Not carried. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules—yeas 65, nays 34. No quo- | 
rum voting. | 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, the House | 
adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 27, 1838. 


The PRESIDENT presented the following re- | 
port from the Secretary of the Treasury, in com- | 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate, in relation || 
to deposits in the United States Bank of Penn- || 
sylvania; and the sale and payment of its de- 
posits; 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
December 24, 1838. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit this report in 
compliance with the resolution of the Senate on | 
the 19th instant, a copy of which is annexed. 

The resolution calls for information concerning 
deposits in the United States Bank of Pennsylva- | 
nia; the sale of its third bond; the payment of its |, 
second one; and various other matters supposed || 
to be connected with those subjects. 

The transactions between the Treasury and | 
the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, which || 
seem to be the general object of these inquiries, || 
have been as follows: . 

1. The sale to that institution of the stock || 
held by the Government in the Bank of the United | 


States in pursuance of a law passed for that pur- | 


— an account of which has been long since | 
aid before Congress. \| 
2. The receipt of payment from the United || 
States Bank of Pennsylvania for two of its bonds || 
about the time they became due, and which were | 
given for that stock. 

3. Collections made by that bank forthe Uni- | 
ted States, in part payment of their demand | 
against the old Bank of Columbia, from which 


for itself and for the United States many years 
ago, and to the performance of which trust the 


United States Bank of Pennsylvania had suc- | 


ceeded. 


4. The ae by the latter bank to the Uni- | 
the sum of $300,000 in money and \ 


ted States o 
$59,000 in Treasury notes, in behalf of and at 


charge for so much of its indebtedness to the Uni- 
ted States. 

5. Thesale to the United States Bank of Penn- 
sylvania of the third bond due from it to the Uni- 
ted States in exeeution of the act of the last ses- 
sion authorizing it. 

With these exceptions, there have not been 
dealings of any description between this Depart- 
mentand the United States Bank of Pennsytvania | 
from its establishment to the 
ever" been di- 


resentday. No | 


rected by this Department to make any deposit 
whatever in said bank, nor has any money been 
placed by the said bank to the credit of the Treas- 
urer of the United States or of this Department, 
or, to my knowledge, of any of its officers, ex- 
cept the avails of the transactions specifically re- 
ferred to above; and, on the details of which, so 
far as they relate to the present subject, full in- 
formation is given in the correspondence and tab- 
ular statements annexed, 

The sale of the third bond of the United States 
Bank of Pennsylvania to that institution, con- 
cerning which a more speciai inquiry is made in 
the resolution, was effected under the following 
circumstances: Before the passage of the law au- 


| thorizing it, an application was made to the De- 
| partment by the bank, to anticipate the payment 
_ of a portion of the debt due from it to the 


States, upon certain terms proposed by its agent. 
This application failed of effect, because the bank 
was dissatisfied with the conditions as to the kind 
of currency to be on which were prescribed by 
the Department. The correspondence upon that 
subject is considered to be embraced within the 
call of the Senate, and is hereunto annexed. Ap- 
prehending that the resources of the Treasury 
would not, in the then deranged state of the busi- 
ness and currency of the country, with certain 
imperfections that existed in the laws as to Treas- 
ury notes, be sufficient to satisfy the appropria- 
tions made by Congress, the President, some 
months before the adjournmentof the last session, 


|, specially invited the attention of both Houses to 
| the necessity of further provision for the exigen- 


cies of the public service. 

An act was afterwards passed authorizing an 
issue of new Treasury notes, instead of the old 
ones paid in during the year. It becoming obvious 
that this measure would not of itself be sufficient 
under the large appropriation contemplated, a bill 
was also reported allowing the sale of the third 


‘| and fourth bonds held by the Government against 
the bank. The bill, as reported and finally passed, 
|| contained a restriction limiting the sale to * the 


par value of the bond sold at the time of sale, cal- 
culated according to the rules for estimating the 


run for a time, but which securities have not 
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United | 


| par value of securities upon which interest has | 


reached maturity,’’ and it conferred on the De-| 


‘partment no authority to enter into any guarantee 
by the United States of the ultimate payment of 
the bonds. Apprehensive that it would be diffi- 
cult, if not impossible to effect a sale of the bonds 


| or either of them upon these terms, the Depart- 


ment, whilst the bill was pending, opened a cor- 
respondence to ascertain whether the same could 


probably be accomplished, if the bill became a | 
law. This correspondence is annexed. The re- 


plies strengthened the apprehension before enter- 
tained by 


communicated to the chairmen of the financial 


committees of the two Houses before the final || 


action of Congress upon the bill. 
But the bill afterwards became a law without 


be given, on the part of the United States. The 


the Department, and the result was | 


| any alteration in the terms, or any guarantee to 1 


appropriations actually made having proved to be | 
unusually great, and the expenditures anticipated | 


during the two next ensuing months being much 
larger in amount than the immediate means which 


|| the Department would expect to derive in money | 
from other sources within those months, [ at | 


once addressed letters to bankers of the United 


requesting that measures might be taken, without 


| delay, to obtain offers for those bonds, if possi- 


| ble, from capitalists in Europe. To these, an- 
swers were received in due season, stating that 
| from the short time the bonds had to run, the 
absence of the guarantee of the United States for 
| their eventual payment, and other causes, no sale 
} 


don or Paris within the limits fixed by law. In 
the meantime, however, finding that the demands 
for the public service during the month of June, 
| had exceeded four and a half million dollars, and 


| would equal about seven millions in July and 
| August, and finding, also, that the available bal- 


| poses and subject to draft, fell below one million 
| dollars, and that payments were making at times 
in new Treasury notes, which could not be ren- 


|| States at London and to our Minister at Paris, | 
the Bank of the United States had taken security | 


i 


|| could probably be effected of them either in Lon-_ 
the instance of the Bank of Kentucky, in dis- | 


expecting, as the fact turned out to be, that they | 


_ance in the Treasury, applicable to general pur- | 
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effect a sale of at least one of the bonds at an 
earlier day than advices could be received, and 
any proceeds realized from Europe. Particular 
inquiry was, therefore, instituted in the city of 
New York, and elsewhere, concerning the prob- 
ability of selling soon one or more of the bonds, 
and, also, a public advertisement was issued, in- 
viting proposals generally for their purchase, 

The result was, that from the abundance of 
State stocks in the market, at very reduced prices, 
the lower rate at which other securities of the 
bank were selling, and the want of a guarantee by 
the United States, the sale was found, with the 
exception hereafter stated, to be wholly imprac- 
ticable in this country, and was expected to be 
go abroad, under the conditions prescribed in the 
act. Indeed, no bids were at any time made for 
either of the bonds, in conformity to those con- 
ditions, except that of Charles Macalister, Esq., 
of Philadelphia, who offered to purchase both of 
them within the terms of the law. In answer to 
some other particular inquiries on this point, I 
| would observe that the purchase-money for the 
| bond which was sold, ** was placed to the credit 
| of the ‘Treasurer on the books of the bank,’’ the 

Ist day of August, 1838. 
“The terms on which it was negotiated’? were 
at the par value of the bond at that time, comput- 
| ing it under the limitations prescribed in the act 
of Congress, and the payment was expressly 
stipulated to be made in specie, or its equivalent, 
and placed to the credit of the Treasurer in special 
deposit in the Bank of the United States. The 
Department, hoping it might be able to get 
| through the year without the sale of more than 
| one bond, provided the second one, due in Sep- 
tember, was paid punctually,and in money rather 
than new Treasury notes not reissuable; and if 
disappointed in this, that it might soon have a 
better offer from abroad, concluded the sale un- 
conditionally of only one bond. But it may be 
proper here to notice the circumstance that as no 
other offer has since been received in this coun- 
try or Europe to purchase either of the bonds for 
| cash within the terms of the act, and as it will 
probably be found necessary to sell the other 
bond during the present year, embarrassment may 
| arise in effecting the sale within those terms, ex- 
| cept to the bank itself, unless Congress authorize 
the guarantee to be given of its eventual pay- 
ment. Indeed, it will be perceived, from these 
remarks and the annexed correspondence, that 
| the authority to make sale of the remaining bond, 
as limited in the present law, if continued with- 
out alteration will, in effect, as it has done al- 
ready, amount to a direction to sell the same, 
when necessary, to the United States Bank. The 
likelihood of offers from other quarters to buy it 
is no greater now than heretofore. 

Inquiry is next made as to the ‘* particulars of 
any understanding or agreement that the proceeds 
of the same should be left in deposit with the said 
bank, until wanted in the ordinary disbursements 
of the Government.”’ 

Those particulars, as shown in the letters an 
nexed, were, that the bank should, without ex 
pense or cost to the United States, hold this 
money in special deposit to the eredit of the 
Treasurer, till the same was wanted for the public 
service, and should then pay his various drafts, 
as presented, without any charge to the Treasury. 

The Department being deprived of its usual 
depositories, and the sum being very large, these 
stipulations were readily assented to. ‘l'o avoid 
the payment of the bond that was to fall due on 
the Ist of October, being made in new Treasury 
notes, not reissuable, nor available in any way to 
discharge appropriations, and which event was 
apprehended by the Department, the written 
| agreement was made with the bank, which will 
| be found among the documents, stipulating among 
| other things, for the payment of that bond on 
| drafts to the public creditors, and in specie or its 
his, though collateral to the sale of 


| equivalent. 
the other bonds, was a part of the same negotia- 
tion. 
It was very clear at the time, and has been con- 
firmed by subsequent events, that the payment 
| by the bank of its bond in such Treasury notes, 
| and a failure to make that arrangement the oy 
| practicable one for the sale of the third bond, 
would render either a special call of Congress or 


|| a suspension of payment of some of the demands 
| dered at all available, | considered it necessary to | 


upon the Treasury inevitable. The Department 
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did not feel itself at libert to hesitate in deciding || than two hundred thousand dollars, 


between an exposure of the public service to either 
of those extremities, by insisting apon having the 
whole of these large sums of money paid at one 
time, and placed elsewhere in other suitable de- 
positories, if any could be found in the present 
imperfect state of the law, or a consent to leave 
them in the hands of the public debtor until they 
were actually wanted, and then to draw for them, 
in specie or its equivalent, when and where the 
public service required, Especially could the De- | 
partment not hesitate when this course was not 
injurious to that service, and it was unable at the 
time to withdraw those funds, except by the debt- 
or’s voluntary consent. 

With regard to the other inquiry under this | 
head, as to ** what understanding or arrangement, 
if any, has taken place respecting the benefit 
which might accrue to the bank in the transfer of 
money it would make to distant places on account | 


of the Government,’’ | would remark that no such || 
understanding or agreement existed on the side of |. 
this Department, in respect to the third bond, when || 


the sale was effected. 
ut soon after this was done, being apprised | 

that the bank entertained an impression, derived 
from some communications between it and the 
War Department, and perhaps from the corre- 
spondence in April last, before referred to, that 
vhe money would chiefly be required for military 
purposes, in sums of about a half a million 
monthly, at certain points convenient to the War 
Department, as had been suggested in communi- 
cations with others, and that an expectation ex- 
sted with the bank that the money would mostly 
be ealled for at those points, | entered into an 
arrangement to meet this expectation. Such a 
course appeared to be required by a proper regard 
Lo equitable considerations, and, while operating, 
it is suppused, in some respects beneficially to 
the bank, was at the same time not prejudicial to 
the Treasury; but, inconnection with the arrange- 
ment made as to the earlier times and convenient 
places of paying the second bond, proved highly 
conducive to promptitude and efficiency in the 
public service. 

In relation to another inquiry concerning ** the 
period when the sum of $1,600,000, in part pay- 
ment of the second bond of the Bank of the United 
States was placed to the credit of the Treasurer,”’ 
I state that $800,000 was placed to his credit on 
the 15th day of August, and $800,000 more on the | 
15th September, 1838. Asto the ‘‘ nature of the”’ 
whole agreement on that subject, I reply that it 
will be found in the correspondence annexed. 

The substance of it was that about one third of 
the amount of the bond should be paid in the 
middle of August, one third in the middle of Sep- 
tember, and the other third in the middle of Oc- 
tober, as these periods and amounts of payment 
were deemed likely to promote the convenience 
ofthe Treasury, if not of both parties, better than 
to pay the whole large sum of near two and a half 
millions at once at the close of the month of Sep- 
tember. It was further stipulated that interest 
should cease on each of the installments thus paid 
on the day they were placed to the credit of the 
Treasurer, and made subject to his draft, As the 
money was wanted at different points to meet the 

ublic expenditures near them, the drafts of the 
Tressacer on the bank, payable at those several | 
points, were engaged to be met there with promp- 
titude, and in specie or its equivalent. 

In answer to the inquiry as to ** the aggregate 
balance standing 7 to the creditof the Treas- 
urer in the Bank of the United States, its branches 
or agencies, whether subject to draft or not, as 
well as the weekly aggregate balance in the ‘Treas- 
ury, from the time the first deposit was made in |, 


the said bank of moneys arising from the payment || 
or sale of its bonds up to the present period,’’ a | 
statement is annexed, which gives the particulars 
requested, 

t may be proper to add, in connection with 
these balances, that, between the suspension of 
specie payments and August, 1838, the receipts 
for duties, except after May last, at New York 
and eastof it, were notin any considerable degree 
in money, and hence were not often to be drawn 
for or deposited anywhere. Besides wha‘ »as in 
the United States Bank and the Mint, the money 
in the Treasury from April to September, which 
was subject to draft and available for general pur- 
poses, is believed to have been sometimes jess | 


_by a memorandum attached to them, been made 
payable at those points by the persons or local 


| schedule is annexed of the points or places of 
| payments; the amount of money agreed to be paid | 
ateach of those points; the persons, agents, or || 
‘already drawn on each. 


' sums have been drawn for, and the residue will 


| that city and some of the places of payment 
/ agreed on, and detailed in the schedule, can be 





and seldom 
to have equaled a million. 

Deprived as the Department was of most of | 
its general depositories since the spring of 1837, 
and without any specific, well-guarded system in- 
stead of them having been provided by law, the 
drafts of the Treasurer, when any money was 
collected, as it has been largely since the more 
general resumption of specie payments in Au- 
gust, were therefore directed to be drawn first on 
those collectors and receivers who had no bank of | 
general deposit, and resided near the place of dis- | 
bursement. 

In this way most of the funds in the hands of | 
collectors and receivers have been drawn for ear- | 
liest, or the amountin their hands kept low b 
deposits in appropriate banks, while, in puinienl, 
little has been drawn from any banks, except 
what was from time to time needed to supply 
the deficiency. 

Consequently, their aggregate balances have 
changed slowly in amount. But the funds due 
from the United States Bank, and allowed to re- 
main there till wanted, being frequently needed 
at points where the amounts held by the collect- 
ors and receivers were small, have been drawn 
for more rapidly than those in most other banks. 
Indeed, on the 17th instant, they had been drawn | 





for to an amount equal to the whole of the third | 


bond sold, and all of the second bond afterwards 
paid, except $1,282,317, leaving still subject to | 
draft only that balance, and the amount of 
$300,000 which it assumed to pay to the United | 
States for the Bank of Kentucky. 

Information is also desired in the resolution 
concerning ** all the branches or agencies of the 
said Bank of the United States, on which the 
Treasury Department has drawn drafts, the 
amount of public money directed to be placed at 
each, and of the drafts severally drawn on them, 
and the rates of exchange between Philadelphia, 
and each of the places to which sums were ordered 
to be transferred.’’ 

All the drafts drawn on any funds in the Uni- 
ted States Bank have been drawn on the bank 
itself, But in cases where the disbursement was 
to be made near the points heretofore mentioned, | 
as arranged for partial payments, the drafts have, 


banks, previously designated for that purpose to 
the Treasurer by the United States Bank. A 


banks indicated at each, and the amount of drafts | 
It will be seen that at several of them the whole 


probably be needed in a few weeks. 

The inquiry as to ‘‘ the rates of exchange be- 
tween Philadelphia and each of the places to which 
sums were ordered to be transferred,’’ cannot be 
otherwise answered than by saying that no such 
transfers have been ordered; but the rates between 


given, so far as they appear in the different prices | 
current received at this office. No particular date | 


having varied greatly between the Ist of August 
and the present period, I can only add, that from 
the sale of the bond ull recently, the rates are be- 


| being specified in the resolution, and the exchange | 


| lieved to have been nominally high, on account 


of the deranged condition of the currency and the 
continued suspension of specie payments by most 


of the banks in the West and Southwest. But, 
/at the same time specie or its equivalent was, at 
| that period, quoted-in many of those places ata 


large per cent. higher than the local currency; so 
that the difference in exchange between them and 


| Philadelphia, in specie or its equivalent, or in 
Treasury notes, or in United States Bank notes, 
is believed not in reality to have been large, and 
_ that all these were often at a higher premium, va- 


rying from one and a half to two per cent., than 
even bills of exchange on Philadelphia. Thus, as 
an illustration, at Nashville, on the 20th July, 
exchange on the east is quoted at eight and a half 
to nine, specie at nine to eleven, Treasury notes 
at ten, and United States Bank notes at nine to 
ten, or from one*half to one and a half per cent. 
higher than exchange.’ So on the 12th of Sep- 


tember, at Natchez, exchange on Philadelphia |! collected by themselves. In the absence, there- © 





December 27, 
and New York is quoted at fifteen to sixteen pre. 

mium, and United States Bank notes and Treas. 
ury notes at seventeen to eighteen, and specie ay 
eighteen; making specie or Treasury notes or Uni. 
ted States Bank notes there from two to three per 
cent. more valuable than exchange on New York 
or Philadelphia. 

In conclusion, the resolution asks for * the 
amount, so far as it can be conveniently ascer. 
tained, that has been drawn from the Bank of 
the United States, its branches, or agencies, or 
in notes of said bank, for paying Indian annyi- 
ties, or other claims of the Indians on the Goy- 
ernment, or for defraying the expenses attending 
the removal of the Indians, and, in general, the 
nature of the arrangements, if any, made for the 
more distant public disbursements in the notes 
of the bank, together with all the correspond. 
ence, agreements, or instructions, given or en- 
tered into, connected with any or all the heads of 
inquiry above stated.’’ 

The Department generally has no means of 
_ information in its power as to the kind of money 

which is actually paid by the banks on any of the 

Treasurer’s drafts. But the original agreements 

in this case having been that the payments should 

be in specie or its equivalent, and the public cred- 
' itors and public officers knowing that they were 
entitled to these, it is to be presumed that they 
have generally, if not always, been made in this 
manner. 

No arrangements have been formed by this 
Department, nor any instructions given by it, as 
to any different kind of payment. All the drafts 
placed on the bank have been duly honored, so 
far as the information of this Department ex- 
tends, except in one case at Mobile, where the 
agent of the bank did not, in the first instance, 
offer the kind of currency demanded; but it was 


|| afterwards paid satisfactorily, and without preju- 


dice to the public service. 

With regard to the call, under this head, for 
“all the correspondence, agreements, and in- 
structions given or entered into by the Depart- 
'ment, and connected with any or all the heads of 

inquiry above stated,’’ copies of all supposed to 
bear on the subject are annexed. 
The closing paragraph of this part of the reso- 
lution further requests to be informed by the 
| Secretary of the Treasury ‘‘ of the nature of the 
arrangements made with hine by those banks; in 
| which, according to his report of the 3d instant, 
portions of the public money have been placed 
to the credit of the Treasurer on special deposit; 
the kind of money in which the said special de- 
posit was made; whether the same was entered 
on the books of the bank; whether the identical 
/moneys deposited have continued to be held by 
the banks; whether the drafts of the Treasury 
Department that have been drawn on these de- 
| posits have been paid in the specific moneys de- 
posited; and whether the balances remaining are 
part and parcel of the very moneys originally 
deposited.” 
he arrangements made with the banks that 
hold special deposits, or deposits to the special 
credit of the Treasurer, have been regarded as 
temporary in their nature or character, and have 
| in most cases, therefore, been informal. It liav- 
| ing been expected that Congress would, at an 
early day, adopt some general system that could 
be carried into practical effect on the subject of 
keeping the public money, and comparatively few 
_ collections having been made, except in Treasury 
| notes and Treasury drafts, since the suspension 
of specie payments, till within the last.three 
| months, the Department has deemed it most re- 
| spectful to Congress to abstain from adopting 
any uniform and permanent arrangement on the 
| subject of deposits in banks not selected under 
| the general deposit act, but to use them, for the 
| present at least, only as necessity should require. 
| The deposit act of June, 1836, not having been 
repealed, it is still the duty of the Department to 
| place all of the public moneys in general deposit 


in banks, if suitable ones can be found, which 
are in a condition to comply with the requirements 
of that act, and are willing to take them. But, as 
stated in the annual report, a sufficient number of 
| them to satisfy the requirements of that branch of 
| the public service could not be found. No public 
| moneys can by the existing laws be deposited with 
collectors or receivers, except such as have been 
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fore, of a sufficient number of banks under the 


| 
i 


The course which the mover [Mr. Rives] of 


general deposit act, and without a provision by || the resolutions, to which this report is a response, 


law for the deposit of the public moneys else- 
where, though anxiously desired by the Depart- 
ment, it has been obliged to employ other banks 
under its general powers, exercised since 1789; 
when not otherwise expressly provided by Con- 
evess. These have been used to keep such moneys 
as accumulated in the hands of the collectors and 
receivers, beyond what was deemed safe under 
their present securities and liabilities, and also 
such as were paid into the Treasury from other 
sources. : ' 

In cases of deposits in bank, made specially, 
the money has, in some instances, been placed in 
specie, in boxes, fastened up, and not to be with- 
drawn by the receiver or others, without the draft 
of the Treasurer on him, payable at the bank 
where the specie deposit was made. In other 
cases, it has been placed in specie, or bills of 
specie-paying banks, to the credit of the Treas- 
urer, sometimes as ‘‘in special deposits,’’ and 
sometimes as ‘in deposit to his special credit,”’ 
and allowing the bank to have entire charge of it 
afterwards, 

But in all these latter cases, as explained in the 
recent annual report on the finances, it is under- 
stood that the money is to be kept ready for pay- 
ment at any moment, but is not required to be 
set apart, or specially secured in a box, chest, or 
bag. It may be paid out by the officers of the 
bank, on the draft of the Treasurer, without his 
presence or that of the depositor; and access 
must, of course, be constantly had to it by those 
officers. 

No other course of deposit of our current funds 
is practicable in fiscal operations, withoutincurring 
an expense which the Department, without ex- 
press legislation, did not feel warranted in incur- 
ring, for the temporary objects contemplated 
during the last few months. 

In answer to the further specific questions in | 
the concluding clause of the resolution, it may be | 
added that, in some of these cases, the kind of 
money deposited is stated by the receiver or col- 
lector in his return, and in some it is reported by | 
the banks; but itis always supposed to be in legal 
currency. ; 

Itis presumed that, in some cases, the drafts 
are paid out of the identical money deposited, but | 
in a few only that the precise money deposited is _ 
retained till then, and the balance remaining a part | 
of the original deposit. 

Should Congress adjourn wéthout making any 
new provision as to the keeping of the public | 
money, and should much of it accumulate at sev- 
eral points before it is disbursed, the Department | 
would feel bound, under its supervisory duty of | 
seeing that this money be kept safely as possible, | 
to adopt some uniform rule on the subject of de- | 
posits, whether special or general, in banks not | 
able to be selected under the act of 1836. 

It would feel obliged, also, to introduce some 
general system for its faithful custody till paid | 
out, provided a sufficiency of banks, at suitable 
places, could not be obtained, in conformity to the 
act. But it would deeply regret the necessity of 
being left to the exercise of powers so wide and 
general—powers so likely to be misused, misun- | 
derstood, and misrepresented ; and ardently hopes, 
as often stated on former occasions, to be relieved 
from the responsibility, as well as necessity, of 
doing it, by some specific legislation for keeping | 
the public money which may be suited to the 
present condition of the country, be susceptible | 
of a safe, uniform, and practical operation, and 
afford those checks and securities which are so 
essential to the preservation of public morality, | 
as well as public faith. 

Respectfully, LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Ricuarp M. Jounson, President of Senate. 

When the report was read, 

_Mr. NILES moved that five thousand addi- 
tional copies should be printed. He said he 
would state very briefly the reasons which in- 
duced him to move for printing an extra number 
of copies of the report. The importance of the | 
peers he thought, might fully justify the motion | 
e had submitted; but as he was notin the habit | 
of asking for printing, he should not have done | 
it in this instance, had there not been special | 
reasons to which he desired to call the attention | 
of the Senate. : 


saw fit to pursue, when they were under consid- 


| eration, was very extraordinary and wholly un- 
| exampled, so far as his experience went; and he 


doubted whether any precedent could be found of 


/ a proceeding so unusual and, in his judgment, so 


| unjust. 


‘yr ° re M4 
Che resolution, being one of inquiry 


| oniy, its adoption was a matter of course; yet 











| lutions, but also to the gentleman’s speech. 


the gentleman had made it the oceasion for a 
long, and evidently a prepared, speech, occupy- 
ing nearly two hours. This premeditated assault 
on the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Pres- 
ident himself, containing charges and insinuations 
of a very grave character, was based on an as- 
sumption of the truth of the facts called for in the 
resolution. The Secretary was first condemned, 
and the sentence pronounced against him has 
been, or will be, published and sent forth to the 


| world, and afterwards was to be permitted to be 
heard in his defense. It was not his purpose now 


to speak of the unfairness and injustice of this 
proceeding; but he alluded to it as a reason why 
we ought to publish an extra number of the re- 
port, which was not only an answer to the reso- 
He 


did not complain of the Senator’s course; it was, 


perhaps, perfectly proper for him, in his anxiety | 


to criminate the Administration, to make his 
speech first, and obtain the facts upon which it 
purports to be founded afterwards. But as the 
speech had gone forth to the country, it was cer- 
tainly proper that the report should also be circu- 
lated somewhat extensively, that the people might 
understand the facts in the case, and be able to 
decide how far the imputations rest on any foun- 
dation in truth. ‘This premeditated blow at the 
Administration, however unexnected, and coming 
from a quarter which heretofore had professed 
friendship, gave him, as one of its humble sup- 
porters, no sort of uneasiness or apprehension. 
He had carefully listened to the report, and, if he 
had not misunderstood it, it was a complete an- 
swer to the Senator’s speech, and a most satis- 
factory explanation and refutation of all his gra- 
tuitous accusations. 

If he did not misapprehend the speech, the 
burden of the Senator’s complaint was, that the 
Administration, in conducting the concerns of the 
Treasury the past year, had departed from its 


avowed principles, and had acted in conformity | 


to the Senator’s own views. This seems to be 
the essential ground of complaint; and he would 
not stop to inquire with what propriety such a 
complaint came from the quarter it did. It is 


. . c | 
made a serious charge against the Secretary, and || 
| their security and safe-keeping. 


even against the President, that they have restored 
the connection between the Treasury and the 


banks, and have revived the deposit system; and | 


made use of the agency of banks, particularly the 
Pennsylvania Bank of the United States. This 
is the charge: that the Secretary has done pre- 
cisely what the Senator so often told us he ought 
to do—made use of the State banks as deposito- 
ries and fiscal agents to disburse and transfer the 
public funds where they may be wanted. All this, 
it is alleged, is wholly inconsistent with the 
avowed purposes of the Administration and its 
supporters here, who, during the last two ses- 
sions of Congress, occupied no small portion of 
their time in attempting to effect an entire sepa- 
ration of the financial concerns of the Government 
from all banks. 

It seems now te be insinuated that in these 
efforts neither the Executive nor his supporters 
on this floor were sincere, and that the real object 
was to use the banks without any legal regula- 
tion or restraint. How this insinuation is to be 
reconciled with the charge, so zealously urged 
and so long persevered in by the Senator and 
those with whom he acted, he left for the gentle- 
man and his new friends to decide. It was suffi- 
cient for his present purpose to say, that the re- 
port which had just been read proved conclusively 
to his mind that the Administration had not re- 
vived the deposit system, nor in any respect 
changed its views on this subject. It appeared 
that the transactions with the United States Bank 
were entirely confined to the sale by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to the bank, of two of its own 
bonds, which were stipulated to be paid for in 
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to remain in the bank, which was the origina! 
debtor of the United States, and placed to the 
credit of the Treasurer. These drafis were, some 
of them, paid by other banks as agencies, atdis- 
tant points, where the convenience of the public 
service required, but were allb drawn on the Uni- 
ted States Bank and the fund received for the sale 
of the two bonds. 

If there was anything wrong in the negotiation 
of these bonds to the United States Bank, (and 
he could not perceive that there was,) the Seere- 
lary tells us that it was an act of necessity, as 
the Treasury could not get along without the 
money, and as no other purchaser, either in this 
country or in Europe, could be found—the diffi- 
culty of negotiating the bonds to any one but the 
Bank of the United States, which was the debtor, 
being increased in consequence of the act of Con- 
gress, which authorized the sale, contaiming no 
provision that authorized the guarantee on the 
part of the United States of their ultimate pay- 
ment. It appears that no pablie moneys have 
been deposited either on special or general de- 
posit with the Bank of the United States, and 
that its agency has in no way been used or sought 
by the Treasury, except in regard to the pay- 
ment of its own bonds, which had been pur- 
chased in upon terms more advantageous to the 
Treasury than could be obtained from any other 
quarter, The delay in paying over the avails 
was no doubt advantageous to the bank, withous 
being detrimental to the Government, as the 
money was paid when wanted for the public 
service, 

In these transactions, growing entirely out of 
the claims of the United States upon the bank, 
he could see nothing that looked tike a revival of 
the deposit system, or a concession that the 
agency of banks is necessary in conducting the 
concerns of the Treasury. 

In regard to other State banks it appears that 
the only connection the Treasury has had with 
any of them—except those four or five, he be- 
lieved, which were still depositories under the 
act of 1836—was, that in some few instances 
special deposits had been made in some of them. 
In the absence of any general law to regulate the 
action of the ‘Treasury—the deposit sysicm being 
broken down, yet a fragment of tt remaiming, 
only sufficient to embarrass the action of the De- 
partment—it must be apparent that during the’ 
past year the finances could not have been con- 
ducted on any uniform and settled principle. 
The Secretary has been compelled to act on dif- 


| ferent rules, according to the circumstances under 


which the public revenues have been placed, for 
In some in- 
stances he had found it necessary to make special 
deposits in banks, from the failure of legisiation 
on the subject. - These deposits have been made 
according to special and particular contracts, and 


| not in pursuance of any general regulation or 


| selves; in others not. 


system adopted by the Department. In some 
cases the public funds have been kept by them- 
These deposits appear to 
have all been temporary, and, in the absence of 
any general system, to have been necessary and 
convenient, from the condition of the public rev- 
enue, at the points where they were made. These 
temporary deposits involved no ageney of the 
banks, as they did not disburse them, 

In these facts, which appear from the report, 
he could see nothing to support the charge to 
which he had referred, that the deposit sysiem 
had been restored, nor any evidence of a desire 
to revive it. Without any substitute being pro- 
vided, the concerns of the Treasury had been 
managed the past year, and one of great difficulty, 
without any agency of banks, except in the few 
instances. mentioned in the report, of intrusting 
to some of them, temporarily, special deposits. 
All he desired was that the facts should go out 
to the public; and this, which, perhaps, under 


/any circumstances, would be proper, was de- 


manded by every consideration of justice, on ac- 


_count of the unusual and extraordinary course 
| which the mover of the resolutions has seen fit to 


i 
i 


i 


pursue. 
Mr. N’s. motion was agreed to, 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of sun- 


specie, and drafts on the bank deemed saraant || dry citizens of New York, praying that Indian 


to specie. So much of the avails of the 


nds as | Key may be made a port of entry; which was 


was not wanted for immediate use was permitted || referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
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~ Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Charles 


H. Todd, praying for a remission of certain du- 
ties; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. ROBBINS presented the petition of the 
Manual LaborSociety of the City of Washington, 
praying for an act of incorporation; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Richard 
Coulter, praying for permission to enter a tract 
of land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of certain 
citizens of the District of Columbia, stating that 
they are associated for the purpose of rearing the 
morus multicaulis, and asking for a charter and 
the lease of certain public lots; which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a communication 
from the Intendant of Cheraw, South Carolina, 
inclosing the proceedings of a pablic meeting of 
the citizens, on certain mail arrangements to that 
place; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. C, also presented the petition of Mr. Mce- 
Kay, a citizen of Charleston, stating that in con- 
sequence of information given by him, a vessel 
was seized and confiscated under the embargo 
laws, and asking compensation therefor; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented the memo- 
rial of Laurent Millaudon, asking for permission 
to erect wharves on the eastern shore of Mobile 
bay; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG presented two memorials from 
citizens of I}linois, praying for the creation of the 
new mail routes therein mentioned; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of 
Lydia White, praying for a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. M. also presented the petition of Joseph 
Radcliff, praying compensation for losses sus- 
tained under a contract with the Government; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Adam Gor- 
ham, stating that he had performed certain ser- 
vices at New Orleans, under the order of Commo- 
dore Porter, and asking remuneration therefor; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition from an asso- 
ciation styling themselves the friends of the slave, 
praying for the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, and of the slave trade between the 
different States; which he moved should be re- 


ceived,and referred to the Committee on the Dis- | 


trict of Columbia. 

The motion to receive was, on motion of Mr. 
KING, laid on the table. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented a petition of similar 
import; which he moved should be received. 


The motion to receive was, on motion of Mr. |) 


KING, laid on the table. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, presented the pe- 
tition of Rufus K. Lane, an officer of the last war, 


asking for arrears of pension; which was referred | 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented the me- 
morial of a number of citizens of New York, dep- 
recating war,and praying Congress to adopt some 
measures for the formation of a congress of na- 
tions, to settle disputes between nations; which 


was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- | 


tions. 


Mr. C. also presented the petition of a number || 


of manufacturers of starch, of the city of New 
York, praying for the imposition of a duty on 
imported starch; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. LYON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which had been referred the bill 
for the relief of Obed P. Lacy, reported the same 
without amendment. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private || 


Land Claims, to which was referred the following 
bills, reported them severally without amend- 
ment: 


A bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, and 
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|| John Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel Hill, chil- || Daniel B. Bush; which was read twic 


dren and minor heirs-at-law, of Samuel Hill, de- 
ceased; 

A bill to continue im foree the **Act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri,”’ 
approved July, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved March 2, 1833; 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
the heirs and ljegal representatives of Bartholomew | 
Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bogy; 

A bill for the relief of Michael Ambrister; and 

A bill to authorize the issuing of a patent to 
the heirs or legal representatives of Francis Ri- 
vaud, deceased, 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Publie Lands, to which was referred the bill 
authorizing the relinquishment of the sixteenth 
sections of land granted for the use of schools, 
and the location of other lands in lieu thereof ; 
also the bill for the relief of certain settlers on the 
public lands who were deprived of the benefits of 
the preémption act of June 19, 1834, reported 
them severally without amendment. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill for 
the relief of Peter Warner, of Indiana, reported 

the same without amendment 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which had been referred the bill for the relief 

_of Asa Armington; also the bill for the relief of 
Elisha Eldridge, reported them severally without 
' amendment. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been 
referred the bill for the relief of Thomas W. 
Owen, John W. Skidmore, and others, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 

i Land Claims, to which had been referred the 
following bills, reported the same severally with- 
out amendment: 

The bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
State of Missouri; 

The bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Washita district, Indiana; 

Two bills for the relief of Charles Morgan, of 
Louisiana; and 

The bill to confirm certain claims to lands be- 
tween the Rio Hondo and Sabine. 


Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, | 


| to which had been referred the petition of James 
| H. Bradford, made an unfavorable report on the 
same. 
Mr. P., from the same committee, to which had 
| been referred the petition of Samuel Collins, re- | 


| ported a bill for his relief; which was read, and | 


ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, made unfavorable reports on the petitions | 
| of Elias Carpenter, Jacob Slye, and Jedediah | 
‘| Hunt. 

On motion of Mr. P., the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
| petition of Esther Sampson. 


| The following resolutions were submitted and | 


agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed | 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing at the city of | 
Detroit, in the State of Michigan, an hospital for the relief | 
of the sick and disabled seamen and navigatcrs of the great 
American lakes. 


By Mr. CLAY, of Alabama: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency al a port of entry 
| at the city of St. Joseph, in the Territory of Fiorida. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


‘| Mr. KING, on leave, and in pursuance of || 


| notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of the 


|| corporate authorities of Mobile; which was read | 


|| twice and referred. 
| Mr. STRANGE, on leave, and in pursuance 
_ of notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
| William Lefevre, of North Carolina; which was 
_ read twice and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 
Mr. LYON, on leave, and in pursuance of no- 
| tice given, introduced a bill for the relief of Dan- 


' 


| iel Goodwin; which was read twice and referred. | 


Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, and in pursuance 
of notice given, introduced a bill for the relief of 


, trict of Beaufort, North Carolina; and 


| providing for her admission into the Union, for 


Wisconsin, and Iowa, to be sold as other public 


| On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the Senate went 


RESOLUTIONS. {; 


By Mr. LYON: | 


December 27, 











e€ and os 
ferred. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. MERRICK gave notice that he would to. 
morrow introduce a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Francis Newman, late collector of direct taxes 
in the State of Maryland. 

Mr. TALLMADGE gave notice that he would 
hereafter ask leave to introduce a joint resolution 
proposing certain amendinents to the Constitution 
of the United States. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of the owners of the brig 
Despatch ; 

The bill to reward the captors of the privateer 
Lydia; 

The biil for the relief of the sureties of William 
Manning, late collector of the customs for the dis- 


The bill to refund to the Philadelphia, Wil- 
mington, and Baltimore Railroad Company the 
duties paid by them on certain imported railroad 
iron. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED, 


On motion of Mr. NILES, the memorial and 
papers of Commodore Isaac Hull, on the files of 
the last session, were again referred to the Com- 
imittee on Naval Affairs. 


ROADS IN ABABAMA. 


The Senate took up, as the unfinished business 
of yesterday, the bill to grant to the State of Ala- 
bama the two per cent. fund, reserved by the act 


the purpose, of making a road or roads leading to 
said State. 
Mr. BENTON moved to amend the bill by 
providing that it shall not take effect till the Ist 
| January, 1840. ; 
After a debate, in which Messrs. BENTON, 
' CLAY of Alabama, KING, NILES, CLAY 
of Kentucky, WALKER, CRITTENDEN, 
LINN, and CALHOUN took part, the amend- 
ment of .Mr. Benton was agreed to, and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 
The bill to create an additional land office in the 
| State of Michigan; 
The bill to change the location of the office of 
| surveyor of the land district composed of the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan; 
| and 
The bill to authorize the President of the United 
| States to cause the reserved lead mines in Illinois, 



















| lands; were severally read the second time, and 
; considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


| into executive business; after which, 

The PRESIDENT presented a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, containing a 
| tabular statement prepared by the Register in obe- 
| dience to a resolution of the Senate of the 17th 
instant, relative to the sums of money paid out 
of the Treasury under private appropriations, and 
the particulars connected therewith, since Decem- 
| ber, 1833; which was referred to the Committee 
| on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
| ‘The Senate hte adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 27, 1828. 
WISCONSIN CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The report of the Committee of Elections on 
| the right to the seat of the Delegate from Wis- 
consin being the special order for to-day, 

Mr. BUCHANAN, chairman of the commit- 
tee, hoped this subject would be postponed to 
some future time, as the House was to-day very 
thinly attended. He would therefore move that 
the consideration of this subject be postponed 
till Monday next, at one o’clock, and continue 0 
be the order of the day, from day to day, at the 
same hour, until the subject be rig en of, 

Mr. HAMER suggested that Wednesday or 
Thursday next would be a much better day than 
' Monday, inasmuch as it would give to those gen- 
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